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PREFACE 


MY DEAR READER: 


_ History is the record of the past. Often it explains the present; sometimes it 
inspires [the present and the future; generally it is of interest to all of us because 
It tells us how our forebears lived. Sometimes it has vast importance, when it con- 
cerns nations and continents. But in a small community, its great interest comes 
from the intimate relationships with ithe lives of our immediate ancestors. 


A history of Richland Township was proposed by the Centennial Committee, but 
was abandoned because of the cost estimates. However, after the centennial cele- 
bration, which showed much interest in local history among most residents of the 
township. the idea was revived. The Richland Township Board made the idea 
a reality when it agreed to provide the means to finance such a history, with the 
prospect of getting the money back from selling copies of the book. 


The early history of Richland Township is primarily the story of the lumbering 
era of the Saginaw Valley and its network of rivers; and the people who changed 
the primeval forest to the farms and homes and other facilities for modern living 
we have today. 


This volume started to grow when tthe township planned to observe its centennial 
in 1962. and the township board asked Miss Rauchholz, Jack Hohman and myself to 
gather material relevant to the history of the community. Liaater Miss Anna Hase 
joined this committee. 


Miss Rauchholz had collected much material over the years and made this avail- 
able in the Township Library. I have had the privilege of knowing many people in 
the area while serving as a Christian Day School teacher at St. Peter Lutheran 
School for 25 years. Some of my former students are now sending their child”en 
to our school; and through the years of living and teaching in the community, we 
have come to know the older generations as well, with their first-hand evidence of 
the township’s past or their memories brought down from their parents or grand- 
parents. Also, after accepting this assignment it became my interesting respons- 
ibiliy to interview many of the older residents of the community who were eyewit- 
nesses to the past or heard stories from the early pioneers. Many people contrib- 
ae pictures, abstracts. letters and other material that helped establish certain 
acts. 


The former Saginaw News city editor, Joseph McMillan, was very helpful in find- 
ing articles filed at the Saginaw News office. Many township records dealing with 
the early history, fortunately were still extant and were of great value as docu- 
mentary evidence. 


The final responsibility for putting this document into words leaves me keenly © 
aware of my limitations. The scope that is needed to present a true picture of our 
community and its people is difficult to contain in a brief presentation. 


History, furthermore, is no static event. but a constant progression of events, 
that makes it most difficult to present all the facets that are’ interpreted as history. 
A former instructor of mine once stated: “When you write history, be sure that you 
ask yourself, ’wie es eigentlich gewensen ist.” which means, ‘What were the actual 
prevailing conditions?” These words of: Dr. Schwieber constantly haunt me be- 
cause they are relevant to the task I have undertaken. For this reason, I will at- 
tempt to give the source of my information in foot notes throughout this booklet. 


LORENZ Hf. LOESEL 
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CHAPTER 1 
First Settlers 


Hemlock City, a typical lumbering town in the early days, was settled in 
the early 1860's. This picture is representative of the appearance of Hemlock 


in the early 1900's. 


S 


Before we study the biography of the 
first settlers, let us visualize to our- 
selves Richland and its surrounding area 
as a virgin forest. A trip to remote ar- 
eas of Upper Michigan may aid in giving 
us a fair mental picture of what may 
have confronted the early pioneer in 
this then wooded forest. In addition, we 
must realize that there were no roads, 
no white man’s landmarks, and no legal 
boundanies; merely forest with its ani- 
mal life. "There were probably some 
Indians who roamed along Swan Creck, 
~Tittabawassee River, and small water 
bodies but these Indians were ready to 
relinquish this area to the white man, 

We are now ready to view the biogra- 
phy of two men who were the first ac- 
tual settlers. We will meet.these men 


HOY L 


again and again as the history of Rich- 
land Township develops in the early 
1860’s. These men and other early pio- 
neers are the ones who gave rise to our 
township government, churches, schools. 
lodges. settlements, and similar institu- 
tions within our community. 

Quoting from records, we read: ‘‘Lem- 
ucl Cone is native of Vermont, where he 
was born in 1800. His father and moth- 
cr, Lemuel and Dolly Cone, are natives 
of Scotland and came to America the 
year before the Revolution, and died in 
New York State. During the War of 
1812, he enlisted at the ape of thirteen 
years and served till the close of that 
war. Ile was in the Black Hawk War in 
1832 and served till its close. Being 
wounded there, he carried a ball in his 
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body ever since. After the war he went 
to Ohio and was farming there for 15 to 
20 years, when he came to Michigan 
~and settled in Monroe County, and ‘then 


in Shiawassee County, after which he. 


came to Saginaw County and settled in 
what was then called Saginaw Town- 
ship, but afterward had the honor of 
Naming it Richland Township. In 1854 
he bought 160 acres of land of the gov- 
ernment, but did not settle itill 1857, when 
with his brother, Martin Cone, who also 
took 160 acres, he began the first clear- 
ing in that township. 


_ Lemuel Cone was married four times. 
His first wife was Elizabeth Tyler, a na- 
tive of Ohio, by whom he had four chil- 
dren, only one of whom is living — Ma- 
linda, who married Barnett Putnam, a 
resident of Shiawassee County. His sec- 
ond marriage was to Sarah Rice. Five 
children were born of this marriage, but 


only two are living — William, the old 
est, who married Rebecca Cole, an 
Winfield who resides in the place. Sine 
he has been in the township he has mos 
of the ‘time held some office, one of th 
positions being that of Highway Con 
missioner. Mr. Cone has done well b 
each of his children, giving them a goo 
start in life. During the Mexican Wa: 
where he served three years, he. wa 
Lieutenant, and at one time had charg 
of a company. He was in the battle o 
Mexico under Generals Scott and Tay 
lor.” (1) 

The previous account of Mr. Cone’s b 
ography checks fairly well with othe 
available accounts. There is one iter 
which I feel is not in full accord wit 
scme other records. Namely, Mr. Con 
is credited for naming our townshif 
Richland, Personally I feel that there i 
no sufficient proof that Lemuel Cone di 


An old familiar scene, the R. J. Kade’s Meat Market. Ye old-timers, do you 
recall the sawdust covered floor? 
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give Richland Township its present 
name. However, we will let the matter 
rest until we discuss it at the first Town- 
ship Board Meeting. 

Mr. Cone’s house probably stood on 
the same site where Godfrey Fritz’s 
house is located. Mr. Fritz related to 
me that when he settled there he found 
an old house standing almost on the ex- 
act place where his house presently 
stands. Apparently this was the highest 


spot where an early settler would locate 
a dwelling. Mr. Fritz recalled that the 
area west of his house was still swamp 
and much work had to be done before 
the land could be worked. We must 
bear in mind that the early settler had 
to erect his cabin or shack on high 
ground in order to avoid the high waters 
in early spring and late fall seasons. 
Mr. Fritz also noted that there was a 
dug well which probably had been dug 


Recreational activities in the early Richland were not common. But an occas- 
ional horse show provided entertainment for everyone. 


by Mr. Cone. An atlas of Saginaw County 
of 1877 gives a similar description and 
location. 

Miss Mary Raucholz said that her 
father, John Raucholz, worked for Mr. 
Cone. According to Miss Raucholz, Mr. 
Cone must have been a very successful 
hunter and trapper. He taught her fath- 
er the art of molding bullets and track- 
ing game. After Mr. Raucholz had 
reached the age of fifteen, he would ac- 
company the Cone brothers on their nor- 
thern hunting trips and serve as cook. 
We must realize that many of these ear- 


ly pioneers were commercial hunters. : 
As soon as the plank road had been 
built, much of this game was sold to 
the hotels in Saginaw. After the rail- 
road had been completed in the 1870s, 
deer and small game were shipped as 
far as Detroit and Chicago. 

The other early pioneer that settled at 
‘this time was Martin Cone who was list- 
ed as general farmer, doctor, and -resid- 
ed in section 22. (2) These two brothers, 
Martin and Lemuel Cone, were close 
neighbors and had the first school house 
in the immediate neighborhood. 
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Martin Cone lived where Leonard Pret- 
zer’s farm is located. The actual site of 
Martin Cone’s house is about thirty rods 
east of Mr. Pretzer’s farm. Again, as 
we view this area, you will note that 
this Mr. Cone built his house on the 
highest ground within that section. Mr. 
Pretzer stated that there was an old 
house, dug well, and an L-shaped barn 
when they bought the place. In fact, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pretzer lived in the original 
Cone house for several years. Later 
they moved this house to its present site 
and more rooms were added to the 
structure, 

It is interesting to note that Mr. Cone 
was titled as Dr. Cone. Here we have 
our first resident physician in the com- 
munity. One day while I was talking 
with Mrs. Ferdinand Koeppen, she re- 


marked that people in the community 
referred to him as Dr. Cone while the 
German speaking settlers spoke of him 
as Herr Doktor. 

Both men, Martin and Lemuel Cone, 
are buried in the Richland Cemetery. 
Apparently both men established their 
homes in 1857 and took an active part in 
the development of this community. 
After a rich and colorful life as pio- 
neers, their dates of death were very 
close: Martin Cone (Died February 24, 
1882) and Lemuel Cone (Died February’ 
26, 1882). . 


(1) HISTORY OF SAGINAW COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN 1882. 

(2) ATLAS OF SAGINAW COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN, F. W. Beers & Co., New 
York, 1887 


_ CHAPTER 2 
Beginning of the School System in Richland 


The beginning of the school system of 
Richland Township probably predates 
the actual formation and organization of 
the township. At this time our town- 
ship was still attached to Thomastown. 
Since school districts are independent of 
township and county lines, they become 
a legal entity under the provision of the 
state. It was most interesting to find 
the following record, dated 1860. Since 
Richland Township was organized in 
1862, we find that District No. 5 is prob- 
ably the oldest district in our township. 
We find the following record: 


“Know all men by these present that 
Gustav Winguth of the Township of 
Thomastown in the County of Saginaw, 
State of Michigan of the first part for 
the consideration here mentioned does 
hereby lease unto School District No. 5 
in the Township, County and State afore- 
said party of the second part... to wit: 
Nine rods East of the west quarter post 
of Section Twenty-two (22), running six 
rods North, six rods East, six rods South, 
and six rods to the place of beginning. 
With all the... the annual rent of one 


dollar per year... in testimony where- 
of the said parties have hereunto set 
their hands and Seals this 3rd day of 
December, L360") (i) 

This refers to the plot of land on which 
the first school house was built. This 
was on the corner where Edwin Pretzer 
now lives. If we study the early settle- 
ments in Richland Township, we can 
readily see that the bulk of Richland’s 
population resided in the above mention- 
ed area. It was this locality where we 
find the Cones, Coles, Fitings, and other 
early pioneering families. 


It is most difficult to determine the ex- 
act date and year when this first. school 
was built. However, we co know that 
the first township election was held Ap- 
ril 7, 1862, in the school house of District 
5, section 22, (1) From this we may 
assume that it had been used as a school 
house prior to the organization of the 
township. I believe that this district 
may have had regular school sessions ag 
carly as 1861, 

As soon ag we approach the year of 
1862, we have a clear picture of the grad- 
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ual development of the following School 
Districts: Five, Six and Seven. Permit 
me to quote from the earliest school 
meeting recorded in our township record. 
“School Inspector’s Meeting - Pursuant 
to Notice Lawfully posted, the school 
Inspeccors of Richland met at the resi- 
dence of D. L. Cole for the purpose of 
examining such persons as might wish 
to become school teachers in this town- 
ship. There were present for this exam- 
ination: Elizabeth Monaghan, Webster, 
and K. Cole which we proceeded to ex- 
amine in the following branches: . . .cer- 
tificates to teach in the schools of this 
township six months from date. Town- 
ship of Richland, June 2nd, A.D. 1862.” 

D. L. Cole, Chiirman, Board of School 
Inspector.. T. A. Porter ,Clerk. 

It may seem Strange to us that the 
township board functioned as the exam- 
ining board for prosp2ctive teachers. 
However, this type cf examinat’on was 
customary and fol’owed the usual proce- 


dure. In fact, ‘t su>stantiates the follow- 


ing statement: “For thirty years after the 
state was admitted, the licensing of 
teachers was done by a township board. 
The reports of the superintendent of pub- 
lic .ns.ruct on .or this period show that 


in many cases of townships no examina- 
tions were held. Everyone who applied 
for a license received one. Uncultured 
teachers and unprogressive schools were 
the natural results of such a system. 
The township board was required by 
law to elect one of its members as Visi- 
tor of School and it was his duty to visit 
each school in his township at least once 
a term and examine the work of the tea- 
cher by testing the students...’ (2) 

I am in no position to evaluate the 
type of work that was done in our 
schools during the early 1860’s. Much 
less am I able to judge the competency 
of the school -oards and their qualifica- 
tions as such. Reading the school rec- 


_ords, township records, and other docu- 


ments of that period, it is almost incred- 
ible to rote the accuracy and scholarly 
work that some of the pioneers evidenc- 
ed. Since many of these early pioneers 
had received their schooling in Europe, 
we do know that the school systems of 
Europe were demanding and this may 
account for the accurate work and skill 
which these early records showed. On 
the other hand, I am not so sure if our 
early schools, especially in the rural ar- 
eas, were as fortunate to have had qual- 


An architect's dream of the envisioned Hemlock Public School... Today, not 
a mere dream but a reality. 
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ified teachers. We must realize that in 
those days a school term was of short 
duration. Books.. equipment, and other 
facilities were at a minimum. We have 
to be charitable and even admire the at- 
tempt that these people made So. that 
their children would receive a minimal 
education, 

The previous paragraphs give us a fair 
picture of the prevailing condition in the 
various school districts. Again we must 
bear in mind that these are the schools 
of the 1860’s and are not to-be compared 
with the standards of the 1960’s. 


The following record gives uS a very 
concise and practical portrait of the first 
schools in our township. Be sure to note 
the number of students, salary of teach- 
ers, amount of money raised by taxes, 
and the implied humble beginning of the 
district schools. 


Record of School Moneys 


School District No. 5, 2 mill tax $16.43. 
Amount raised $30.00. Apportionment 
from ithe uncrganized territory, $13.43. 
Census show ng 14 scholars, total for Dis” 
tr.ct No, 5. $59.80 


~ 


School District No. 6, 2-mill tax $13.02. 
Amount raised $15.00. Apportionment 
from unorganized territory $11.52. Cen- 
sus showing 12 scholars, total for Dis- 
trict No. 6 $39.54. 

School District No. 7. 2 mill tax $27.07. 
Amount raised $240.00. Apportionment 
from unorganized territory, $8.64. Census 
showing 9 scholars, total amount raised 
for District No. 7 $275.71. (3) 

For several years School District No. 
5 had the largest number of students. At 
this time District Five was called the 
Cone School. During the early 1870's 
this school was moved to the Bunterbart 
corner. Many of the people that I inter- 
viewed attended this school while it was 
located on Mr. Bunterbart’s place. After 
the fifty year lease had expired, this 
school was moved to the Lunney Corner 
where it served District Five for many 
more years. Within the last ten years, 
this district was annexed to the Hemlock 
High School District. 

(1) Richland Township Records 


(2. The County of Saginaw, Michigan, 
1896; Imperial Publishing Company. 
(3) Richland Township Records 


CHAPTER 8 
Hemlock School District Organized 


‘In the last. chapter, we diseussed the 
history of the Lunney District or more 
eommonly known as District Number 
Five. We are now ready to follow the 
gradual development of District Number 
Four, also known as the Hemlock Dis- 
trict. 

Thad a most difficult time finding any 
material that would give me at least an 
outline of the history of the Hemleck 
District. It seemed as though its history 
was buried in tradit on. 

~ One day as I was conversing with Erd- 

man Wardin, I learned that there might 
!e an old record bock dealing with the 
history of Distr'et Number Four. | For- 
tunately, I was able to locate this book 
and some of the unsolved problems gain- 
ed their proper perspective. 


The following notice gives the answer 
{to the problem at hand: ‘‘Pursuant to no- 
tice the Board of School Inspectors met 
at the Cone School Hvuse for the pur- 
pose of setting up of a new schoo} dls- 
trict which is the one-shown in the 
School District Map. and also made the 
annual report to the town board.” (1D 

A. TV. Porter, Town Clerk 

Even though District Four is not men- 
tioved specifically and the map is not 
available, it becomes quite apparent that 
this refers to District Number Four, This 
is the first time that this district appears 
on the township records and the same 
figure and date are given in the town- 


_sh'p treasurer’s book. So the first record 


of this district read: 
“District No: 4, Amount raised $52.00; 
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(wo mill tax, $7.43; From unorganized 
erritory, $6.72; Total $66.45. Showing a 
-ensus of 14 scholars - 1863 A. D.” (1) 
We are fairly safe in assuming that 
his district was organized in 1863 and 
vas known as the Hemlock 


Now we are confronted with another 
oroblem which is rather perplexing, 
aamely: Where was the first school 


1aouse of District Number Four located? 
“Some people claim that it was south of 
M-46. Others would place it in the neigh- 
borhood of our present school. There is 
no record to substantiate these claims. 

We do know, however, that its enroll- 
ment was small as indicated in the above 
report. Since the community of Hemlock 
had several sawmills in its immediate 
vicinity, its population increased and the 
little school had to be revlaced. This is 
substantiated by ithe census report below: 

“Census Record of Persons between 
the age of 5 and 20 September 7th, 1869, 
36 names listed; August 27th, 1870, 69 
names listed.” (2) 

This list of boys and girls and the 
sharp growth within one year are an in- 


dication of the fast growth of Hemlock 


and of its district. This record reflects 
the condition as it prevailed in the early 
1870’s. Two attendance records are giv- 
en — one for the summer term and one 
for the winter term. The summer term 


lasted thirteen) weeks including the 


months of May, June, July and part of 


August. On ‘the other hand, the winter 
term extended from November through 
to the month of April. 

This followed the usual pattern that 
the school year was divided into two 
terms. But within a short period this 
method was discontinued and a school 
term of nine months became customary 
in most schools. It almost seems ironi- 
cal that lady teachers were employed for 
the summer term and men teachers for 
the winter term. The implied theory 
was that a lady teacher was not able to 
cope with the students as well as men 
teachers. The records clearly. indicate 
that some of the lady teachers were 
equal to the task at hand and many a 


District. | 


7 


youngster had ample proof this was so. 

The following were the teachers listed 
in the District Record Book of Richland, 
District Number Four, their terms, wag- 
es and year of service: 

Nettie E. Lewis, 13 weeks, $4. per 
week plus room and board, 1869; 

J. H. Bailey, 16 weeks, $15. per week 
plus room and board, 1869; 

SoA: Wright, 16 weeks, $5. per week 
plus room and board, 1070; 

Mina A. Sawyer, 16 weeks, $35 per 
month, I8Th. « @) 

Previously it was mentioned that a 
new school house was needed to replace 
the one room school. The records defi- 
nitely show that in the year 1859, $702.29 
was. paid for building a school house. 
This second school house was located on 
the site where Mr. Mearl Thomas pres- 
ently lives. Several people told me that 
they have a vivid picture in their mind 
recalling a two room school with a board 
fence around the school yard. Later this 
building was moved to 'the lot where the 
Gosen Hotel now stands. William Earl 
stated that it adjoined another building 
and served as a Store for many years. 

On June 2, 1894, a special meeting was 
called for the purpose of building a new 
school. This brings us to the third school 
building that served the Hemlock Dis- 
trict. Again this school was built on the 
identical spot where the second school- 
house stood. Many people in this com- 
munity attended this school and many 
fond memories are theirs. 

The school which is being remodeled 
and the new school are matters of recent 
history and.create no particular difficul- 
ty in establishing the year and date of 
their dedication. Their influence and im- 
pact on the lives of our boys and girls, 
however, is of extreme importance. 

As we view the history of our schools 
in this community, one is particularly 
pleased to note the love and devotion 
that this community evidenced in its ed- 
ucational system. No doubt there were 
many sharp words exchanged about the 
cost of education and its burden to the 
taxpayer. 
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But in spite of criticism and shades of 
varying opinions. the community moved 
ahead determined ‘that their sons and 
daughters shall receive the best that 
they were able to provide. There ts no 
doubt that the education of our children 


is far more important than crass mater- 
ialism which often leads to discontent 
and frustration. — 

(1) Richland Township Records. 

(2) School District Record, District No. 
4. Township of Richland. 


CHAPTER 4 
Organization of Richland Township 


Before we concern ourselves with the 


organization of Richland as a township, | 


we have to study the history of Thomas- 
town to which Richland was attached. 
Thomastown was organized in 1855. This 
makes this township seven years older 
than Richland Township. Since Thomas- 
town is on the Tittabawassee River, it 
developed much faster than others 
which were farther away from the riv- 
ers. We stated previously that these 
rivers were uSed to float logs to the saw- 
mills at Saginaw and other mills along 
its banks. Consequently, Tittabawassee, 
Thomastown, Swan Creek, Saginaw 
Town, and others were established much 
sooner than Richland. Eventually, how- 
ever, Richland had sufficient settlers so 
that they were ready to organize and 
elect their own officials. 


To my knowledge, there are no origin- 
al records available of this first township 
board meeting. We do have the records 
in the “History of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan,” by James Cooke Mills, Vol. 2 pp. 
414, 415, 416-417, Seeman and Peters 
Publishers, 1918 ,Saginaw, Michigan and 
another older record in the History of 
Saginaw County, 1881. Both accounts are 
almost identical, so we may presume 
that these authors quoted from the orig- 
inal source. There are other accounts 
available that deal with the same topic, 

but I feel that these 'two documents are 
- more accurate for our purpose, 

From the records we read: “The Town- 
ship of Richland was organized under 
the authority given by the Board of Sup- 
ervisors, January 8, 1862.” At that per- 
iod it embraced the following territory: 
Town 12 north, of range 1 east, and town 


12 north, of range 2 east. The order was 
“that this territory is hereby erected into 
a township to be called and known by the 
nanie of the township of Richland: the 
first annual township meeting thereof 
shall be held at the school house in dis 
trict number 5, in section 22, town 12 
north, of range 2 east, on the first Mon- 
day in April, 1862; and at said meeting 
Thomas A. Porter, Lemuel Cone, and 
William McBratnie, three electors of 
said township, shall be the persons 
whose duty it is to preside at such meet- 
ing.” 

“The first township election was held 
April 7, 1862, in the school house of dis- 
trict number 5, section 22. T. A. Porter, 
Lemuel Cone, and William McBratnie 
were Inspectors of Election. The last- 
named was Moderator; James A. Wilsie, 
Clerk, and Frederick Field, Constable. 
William McBrattnie was elected Super 
visor, T. A, Porter, Clerk; George Brown, 
Treasurer; D. L. Cole and Frederick 
Field, Justices of the Peace. The treas- 
urer elected failed ito file his county bond 
within ‘the alloted time, so Andrew Mc- 
Bratnie was appointed to that position. 
The total amount of taxes for 1862 was 
$1,409.60 and of expenditures was $1,399- 
£0. The list of township officers from 
organization to 1880 is as follows: 


SUPERVISORS 


Wm. McBratnie 1862-1863 
Thomas A. Porter 1864 
Bota Curtis 1864 - 
If... Smith 1865 
Thomas A, Porter 1866-1869 
Joseph Porter 1870 
Joseph Lewis 1871 
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Henry D. Smith. 1872 
T. A. Porter 1873 
John McMullen 1874 
Joseph Porter 1875-1876 
Geo. W. Carson 1877-1873 
J. B. Johnson 1879 
Geo. W. Carson 1880 
CLERKS 
T. A. Porter 1862 
John McMullen 1863-1869 
Jacob King 1870-1871 
James Henry 1872 | 
J: DD: Brown 1873 
Jedd Bennett 1874-1876 
Wm. McBratnie 1877-1879 
L. Rinehart 1880 
(1) 


It is most interesting ‘to study the 
above document and note the gradual 
develapment. It mentions that the Town- 
ship of Richland was organized under 
the authority given by the Board of Sup- 
ervisors.The jurisdiction of the Board of 
Supervisors is contained in the following 
statement: “January 28, 1835, an act was 
passed organizing this county provided 
that the township board of Saginaw sit 
and act as a county board until three 
townships should be organized, and con- 
ferred upon said board authority to 
transact all business as by law was con- 
ferred upon by board of supervisors”... 


tive townships. 


(2) Herein lies the power of the Board 
of Supervisors to grant authority to the 
various townships ‘to organize. 

In addition you will have noticed that 
in the charter above the territory of 
Jonesfield was siill part of Richland 
Townsh:p, Town 12 north, of range 1 
east. This accounts for the early school 
districts of that territory being attached 
to the districts of Richland ‘Township. 
Howeve> within a few years Jonesfield 
Was organized and thus detached itself 
from our township. 

No doubt you will have noted that the 
firs; town:hip meeting and election was 
held a: the Cone School (District No. 5) 
Inadvertently, this building served this 
community as the first school house and 
a year later as the first township hall. 

The name Richland offers some diffi- 
culty. James Cooke Mills states: “The 
name of Richland was given the town- 
ship by Lemuel Cone Say eek: We 
compare this statement with other rec- 
ords, we find that he is the only one who 
makes this claim. We are not trying to 
discredit Mr. Cone. I think it is our 
chief aim to present a picture that is 
consonant with the known and accurate 
records. It is true that some of the oth- 
er township boards named their respec- 
However, in this case. 


1962 members of the Richland Township board are (left to right) Carl Hoggow 


clerk; Clare Pruess, treasurer; Martin Wardin, supervisor; 


and George Mueller, trustees. 


Warren Watson 
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Our bearded supervisor 
MH. MAHLIN WAHKDIN 


I feel that the burden of the proof rests 
with the article that we quoted in the 
third paragraph. No mention is made of 
a Mr. Cone naming the township. 

Finally it is interesting to us to meet 
these early pioneers: Thomas A. Porter, 
William McBratnie, George Brown, D. 
lL. Cole, Lemuel Cone, Frederick Field, 
and Andrew McBratnie. Most of ‘these 
men lived in the neighborhood of the 
Cone School. Mr. Porter owned a Saw- 
mill at Porter Station; Lemuel Cone liv- 
ed at the Fritz’s place; William McBrat- 
nie was one of the first merchants at 
Hemlock; and D. L. Cole’s name was 
mentioned in a previous article in con- 
nection with the examination of prospec- 
tive teachers of this township. 

The ‘total amount of ‘taxes is very in- 
dicative of the humble beginning of our 
township. We must realize that these 
were our forefathers who were confron- 
ted with obstacles and trials. There 
was no alternative for these pioncerg 
other than to convert these forests into 
farm Jand, 
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The Supervisor Proclaims 


One hundred years ago this township was 
established when a group of early settlers 
gathered and organized with the first town- 
ship election on April 7, 1862. 5 


Many quickly found this a good location to 
prosper in the lumbering industry, then when 
the forests were spent, they established Rich- 
land aS an agricultural area. 


It is fitting that the citizens of Richland 
and surrounding area should honor the mem- 
ory of those early settlers and commemorate 
the first hundred years of thriving life in this 
community. 


Therefore, I, Martin Warden, Supervisor of 
Richland Township, Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan, do hereby designate June 1-2-3, 1962, as 
Richland Township Centennial Festival, and 
the early settlers and the first one hundred 
years of life in Richland. 


MARTIN WARDIN, Supervisor Richland 
do hereby call upon all citizens to celebrate 
those days by proper memorial observances 
and other activities designed to commemorate 
Township, Saginaw County, Michigan, May 31, 
1962. 


It would be interesting if we would 
have the exact figure of Richland’s pop- 
ulation in 1862. Again we must admit 
that there are no definite figures avail- 
able. However, we have the population 
by townships as listed in the History of 
Saginaw County, 1881. Here we read: 
“Richland organized in 1862: Number of 
people, no number given; 1860, no num- 
ber given; 1870, 470 people; 1880, 645 peo- 
ple. Even though there is no figure 
given for the year of 1860, we are fairly 
safe in estimating a figure of at least 
200 or more. This figure is merely an 
estimate but at the same time this num- 
ber is reasonable and compares with ‘the 
school census and other data of the early 
1860's. feng 

(1). History of Saginaw County 1881. 

(2) The County of Saginaw, Michigan 

1896, Imperial Publishing Co., Saginaw 
Michigan. 

(3) Ilistory of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan, James Cooke Mills, 1916, 
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CHAPTER 5 
Hemlock City 


One day while I was talking with Mr. 
Earl, the discussion centered around the 
history of Hemlcek and its initial begin- 
ning. We face perplexing problems 
when we try to find records and docu- 
ments which will give the complete story. 
Moreover, we have a conflict of names 
which adds to the task. 

For example, we frequently meet a 
certain Mr. Gillespie in some of the early 
records. But as we study other records 
we find the name spelled Mr. Glasby. 
Finally I discovered that this name was 
used interchangeably in the early rec- 


ords of our community. His personal sig- 


nature was W. F. Glasby. 

William Earl helped to establish this 
fact when he quoted the subsequent 
poem: 

The Village of Hemlock 

isa... ofa hole 

Built by ol’ Glasby 

And run by G. Sproll. 


We leave it to the reader to supply the 
meter and music. This lumberjack’s 
chantey gives us a fair description of the 
time and clime of the early Hemlock. 
Besides, it gives the reader a fair amount 
of history. In order to understand the 
early history of Ilemlock, we must bear 
in mind that its story was couched in 
terms of lumber, sawmills, and men 
working in the forests. 

During this period we must picture to 
ourselves Hemlock as a densely forested 
area with only a few settlers living in 
its immediate environment. Ambitious 
lumbermen in and around the City of 
Saginaw were constantly seeking new 
areas to Supply ‘the ever growing de- 
mand for logs and more logs. Since 
Richland Township and adjacent town- 
ships had a good supply of pine and oth- 
cr trees, it is obvious ‘that its forests 
would help ‘to feed the hungry mills of 
Saginaw and other mills along the Titta- 
bawassee River. 
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WILLIAM PAHL 
was a beloved figure in the history 
of Richland Township. In the follow- 
ing chapter is an eye witness acc- 
ount of Mr. Pahl’s early recollect- 
ions of Hemlock City. 


Unfortunately, not one of our streets 

at Hemlock carries tthe Glasby name, 
who was very influential in so many 
varied endeavors. Mr. Glasby was one 
of the most aggressive and successful 
businessmen of Saginaw in the early 
1860’s. The records reveal that he serv- 
ed his community in many different civ- 
ic affairs. He was a builder in the true 
sense of the word. This is proven by the 
following quote: 
‘William F. Glasby, born in Livingston 
County, New York, came ‘to Saginaw in 
1850. He was one of the principal men 
in building three bridges which connect 
the two cities. He built the Valley City 
Hiotel, which opened as a boarding house 
by Adoniram as host...” (1) 

Many more of his achievements could 
be enumerated but the previous quoted 
items will suffice to indicate that this 
Mr, Glasby was one of the leading men 
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during this period. Since he was co- 
owner of Gallagher’s Mill, he was keenly 
interested in getting as much timber 
land as possible to supply this mill. Con- 
sequently, he bought hundreds of acres 
of land in this vicinity to get the white 
pine, more commonly known as Michi- 
gan Pine. Many of the abstracts and 
legal papers in this community will bear 
the name of W. F. Glasby. 

We do know Glasby was one of the 
men instrumental in building the plank 
road which extended from the City of 
Saginaw to Saint Louis. An interesting 
account of this is given in the following 
article: “In the 1860’s a Saginaw lum- 
berman, W. F. Glasby. was putting in 
the old plank road, the present M-46, 
and erected a series of steam saw mills, 
about every six miles. One, Meridian 
City, was located on the Tannehill Road, 
an old Indian trail from St. Charles to 
Mt. Pleasant. The town was approxi- 
mately a mile west of Merrill, on the 
site where the village dump is located.” 

(2) 

A certain Mr. Wright was also deeply 
involved in the construction of ithis plank 
road which fact is substantiated by 
James Cooke Mills: “For many years 
Mr. Wright was.a director of the Titta- 
wassee Boom Company and for several 
years its president. In 1865 the Saginaw 
Valley and Saint Louis Plank Road, thir- 
ty-five miles in length, connecting Sagi- 
naw with the farming section of Gratiot 
County, was constructed largely (through 
Aisiettort. 5 257° GY) 

This road helped ‘to link the commun- 
ity of Hemlock and Richland Township 
with the sawmills west of Hemlock. 
These were little communities with the 


following names: Porter Station, 
Greene’s Mill, and West Mill. Some of 
the sawmill towns had several hundred 
people working in their respective neigh- 


borhood, ft is becoming, apparent that 
this plank road helped to build Rich- 
land’s thriving community — later call- 
ed Hemlock City. 


Even though no exact date is available 
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it must have been during these years 
that Mr. Glasby built the hotel along the 
plank road. Since this hotel was man- 
aged by a certain Mr. Sproll, this hotel 
was named the Sproll Hotel. Due to the 
fact that so many lumbermen worked in 
ithis area, we may well assume that this 
hotel served as a rooming and boarding 
place for lumberjacks. The early pic- 
tures show that 'this hotel could accom- 
modate nearly fifty guests. The build- 
ing covered the entire corner including 
the place where the present post office 
1s located. Mr. Earl stated that he work- 
ed at this hotel for many years while it 
was under management of Mr. Sproll. 


This little community could now boast 
of a plank road and a hotel. In 1874 a 
general store opened on main street. The 
American History Class of 1935 noted 
the following: “William McBratnie was 
the first person to run a store in Hem- 
lock. It was located where tthe Ford 
Garage is now. He kept groceries, drugs, 
boots, and shoes...’ (4) We must rea- 
lize that this report was given in 1935 so 
that the Ford Garage location does not 
fit our present day location. Mr. McBrat- 
nie’s store was located on the corner 
where Mr. Hohman’s Garage is standing. 


Later a Mr. King built another store 
on the corner where Clayton Gould’s 
Drug Store now stands. This Mr. King 
had the first post office in his store in 
the year of 1869. This raises the ques- 
tion as to when and how the name of 
Hemlock was given to this community. 
As soon as a post office had been estab-' 
lished, there had ‘to be a definite name 
for this locality. 

Taken from a_ letter at the Richland 
Township Library, we have the exact 
date and year when Hemlock City receiv- 
ed its charter to establish a post office. 
This was on May 24, 1869. Here we have 
the first legal document that designates 
this community as Ifemlock City. Due 
to a heavy stand of Hemlock Pine, it 
may all be that the carly residents may 
have used that name. With the estab- 
lishment of a post office, however, Hem- 
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galt. PotiO TeHOMAS 
an early pioneer whose life ig in- 
terwoven with the history of this 
community. 


lock City became the official name for 
all purposes. 

The reader may have noticed a con- 
flict of dates with reference to the first 
store at Hemlock. If Jacob King acted 
as postmaster in 1869, then his store 
would have been the ifirst place of busi- 
ness in this village. Previously we stat- 
ed ithat Mr. Wm. McBratnie opened his 
store in 1874. Here would be a differ- 
ence of five years. This points out the 
difficulty that a person encounters when 
you attempt to establsh exact years in 
the chronology of events. However, we 
will give this further consideration when 
we make a closer study of the biography 
of William McBratnie. 


There is one more place of business 
that developed at an early date. As you 
drive south on Maple or Pine Street, you 
will cross Henry Street. This name is 
definitely linked with the early sawdust 


and pine saga of Hemlock. Mr. Henry’s 


place of business stood about where we 
find Wicke’s Lumber Company and Wol- 
ohan Inc. Elevator. According to the 


or 
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MRS. FriLO (ARMINDA) THOMAS 
Who helped to establish one of the 
first homes in our community 


records, Mr. Henry’s lumber yard cover- 
ed an entire block. It consisted of a saw 
mill, blacksmith shop, numerous barns, 
and a grist mill. Here we have a des- 
cription of the land as it was purchased 
on December 20, 1870: ‘‘William F. Glas- 
by and wife to James Henry__A piece 
of land as described as follows commen- 
cing fifty-eight rods (58) from the north- 
east corner of the east half of the south- 
east quarter of section twenty-eight (28) 
Town (12) twelve north. Range (2) east, 
south of corner thence running twenlty- 
four rods southwest tthen twenty (20) 


rods north to the place of beginning, all 


being in section twenty-eight (28) Town 
Lwelve’ (12)... <5). D.. &,. Cole, *Jus- 
tice of the Peace. 


The above purchase of land was nine- 
ty-five dollars. No doubt the projected 
plan of building a railroad from Saginaw 
to Saint Louis motivated James Henry 
ilo locate his sawmill at this particular 
spot. From all indications and state- 
ments, one can see that Mr. Henry was 
a very successful businessman. | 
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Mrs, McCullagh related to me that she 
remembers the James Henry Sawmill. 
William Pahl in his interview with the 
Class of 1935, mentions that Mr. James 
Henry operated a shingle mill. Many 
other people in this community recall 
their folks talking about Mr. Henry. Mrs. 
Fred Koeppen said that her father work- 
ed for Mr. Henry and was employed as 
a shingle cutter. 

In order to complete the picture of the 
early business section of Hemlock, we 
must refer to the Hoop Factory which 
was located on the western edge of itown. 
Mr. Earl would place it in the vicinity of 
William Rick’s house. This hoop fac- 
tory, although not a large establishment, 
employed several men. Here they made 
hoops out of oak and ash saplings. Mr. 
Earl stated that a machine was used that 
would split the tree in three or four 
strips. Each strip was planed and then 
rolled -up ready for shipment. These 
hoops were used for barrels. 


Now that we have a fair picture of the 


basic outline of Hemlock City, permit me 
to call on an eyewitness. We have no 
knowledge of the person’s name, but 
we have the record that was printed in 
one of the early documents: “The vil- 
lage known as Hemlock City is located in 


the western center: of. section 22, At 
present tthere are a_ postoffice, two 
stores, a commeodious hotel, a steam 


mill, and 25 dwelling places in the vil- | 


lage. With the development of its agri- 
cultural resources, Hemlock City will 
grow in importance, and perhaps form 
one of the leading communities in the 
CORTREY: 0 0 ee 

Now would ke a propitious time to 
quote the late William Pahl and note 
how he describes this early settlement. 
Knowing Mr. Pahl personally, I can as- 
sure the reader that Mr. Pahl had the 
unique talent of projecting and display- 
ing-his deep concern for his fellowman. 
In his interview with one of the students 
of the class of 1935, he made the follow- 
ing remarks: 

“T arrived in Hemlock in 1873. It was 
a thriving little town of twenty-five 
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homes, one-hundred people, two stores, 
a hotel, and post office. Nights we gath- 
ered about the stove in Mr. King’s store, 
which was built in 1864. Around the 
ruddy redness of his fire, I discovered 
many facts about the settlement. 

“The years were full of adventure and 
the first adventurous settler to Hemlock 
was Philo Thomas and his wife Armin- 
da. Their home still stands in the north- 
west section of the town. The village, 
I was told, received its name from the 
vast number of Hemlock trees that cov- 
ered the territory. These disappeared 
rapidly after the first sawmill was set 
up in 1860. Soon several sawmills were 
built. John Rick owned one _ located 
where the lumber sheds now stand. 
Farmers brought their logs to him in the 
winter on bob sleds, and he would saw 
them in the spring. Mr. Henry operated 
a shingle mill here. A Mr. Showers also 
made shingles. Mr. Showers had a large 
wheelbarrow on which he would pile his 
shingles and wheel them to the railroad. 
Here they were placed on trains and 
hauled away. In 1873 the railroad ran 
only as far as the Porter Station, three 
miles west of Hemlock. A round house 
was located at this point and ‘trains were 
turned about and headed east again. 
During the year 1873 the road was ex- 
tended to Saint Louis. 

“Gradually the railroad took the place 
of the lumbering stage coach that rat- 
tled into Hemlock from Saginaw, stop- 
ping over night and completing its jour- 
ney to Saint Louis the following morn- 
ing. The travelers were put up at the 
Sproll Hotel which stood across the 
street from Heinitz’s Store. About 1907 
we were furnished a big Jaugh when the 
first automobile came chugging into 
Hemlock, where it gave its last gasp and 
stopped. It was nothing more than an 


old buggy rigged up with a gasoline en- 


gine. In 1908 the first owned car in 
Hemlock was purchased by Frank Coon, 
a butter maker. We called it “the chic- 
ken” and it lived up ito its name because 
it made such eclucking sounds. In 1910 
there were three cars owned in Hemlock. 
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“Going back to the year of 1873 I re- 
member how we used ‘to stand and wen- 
der at the great flocks of pigeons that 
inhabited this region. They would light 
onto a tree bending its branches to the 
ground, at times breaking some of the 
branches, However, a bounty was placed 
on them and they soon disappeared. A 
beautiful apple orchard and vineyard 
grew on the plot where Thomas Hard- 
ware now stands. Across from the Cath- 
olic Church stood Philo Thomas’ black- 
smith shop and the post office was down 
where the Gosen Hotel is now. Occu- 
pations varied, there was lumbering, 
manufacturing of barrel hoops’ and 
brooms, general store work, dairy farm- 
ing and sawmilling. A toll station oc- 
cupted the plot now occupied by the 
Ford Garage and collected tolls from all 
traffic passing through on the road. 

“Children attended a wooden school 
which stood on the corner where Dr. 
Ling’s home now stands. They were 
taught reading, writing. arithmetic, and 
geography. Our social events consisted 
of homecomings, spelling bees, and corn 
husking contests. Running out of 
thoughts. I will now close hoping you 
have benefited by this attempt to bring 
back forgotten yesterdays.” (7) 

The story related by Mr. Pahl should 
five the reader an excellent picture of 
Hemlock in the early 1870's. Since Mr. 
Pahl was an eyewitness, we can be re- 
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asonably sure that his report is accurate. 
By and large, we might. say that his 
statement verifies previous accounts. 
There is one major point of variance, 
and tha: is the account of the schcol at 
Dr. Ling’s corner. 

In a previous article we discussed the 
history of the Hemlock School. The 
schcol: that Mr: Pahl mentioned could 
be the first school house that was built 
at Hemlock. However, the year of 1873 
does not correspond with the date and 
time of the second school. Even though 
there is no definite proof, it could be 
that there were two buildings used to 
accommodate the large number of stu- 
dents during ‘this period. It has been 
fairly well established that the second 
school house stood on the corner where 
Mr. Mearl Thomas now lives. 

In a later chapter we will discuss the 
village of Hemlock and its development 
in the 1880's. 

(1) HISTORY OF SAGINAW .COUN- 
TY, MICHIGAN, 1881; 


(2) “The Saginaw News,” February 
2 1946; 
(3) HISTORY OF SAGINAW COUN- 


TY, MICHIGAN, James Cooke Mills, 
Vol. 12: 

(4) HISTORY OF HEMLOCK, The 
American History Class 1935-1936 Hem- 
lock Lligh School. 

(5) Office of Register of Deeds, Sagi- 
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CHAPTER 6 
Church Bells in the Forest 


The early settlement of Richland and 
the varied background of our pioneering 
forefathers make a fascinating chapter 
in the annals of history. The Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Methodists in our com- 
munity indicate that our culture and re- 
ligious background stems from varying 
sources. This difference is not only re- 
flected in different church bodies but the 
roster of names will reveal that our 
forefathers were of various nationalities. 
Obviously, these people brought with 
them their political beliefs, church affil- 
lations, their native culture, native 
tongue, customs, ideals, prejudices, anj 
many other basic traits which played a 
very significant role in the early and 
late development of our township. 
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We may well ask what motivated 
these good people to settle here at Rich- 
land and what caused them to leave 
their native country. Again we are fac- 
ed with many problems which are be- 
yond the scope of this writer to answer 
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and present all of the facts. However, 
we may assume that the settlement of 
this community followed the pattern of 
that of other, communities. As we study 
the biographies of these pioneers, we 
find that many of them emigrated from 
Europe in the early 1850’s. During those 
years Europe was in the throes of fam- 
ine, autocracy, revolutions, peasant la- 
bor, class distinction, and many other 
factors which contributed to a great un- 
rest-among the populace. The rights of 
the common man were almost unknown. 
Constitutional government was still in 
its infancy. Landownership, equal rights 
before law, and other civil rights were 
restricted so that the average man look- 
ed to the western horizon which prom- 
ised him a better future. 

In order to acquaint these potential 
immigrants of Europe with the oppor- 
tunities that could be enjoyed in the 
New World, a regular pamphlet was is- 
sued in the German and English lang- 
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uages. This pamphlet was accompan- 
ied by a map of Michigan, with the en- 
tire route laid down from New York 
to the termination of the Michigan Cen- 
tral Railroad. This: booklet was distrib- 
uted in the ports of Great Britain and 
Ireland as well as those of the Conti- 
nent. This report was titled, The Emi- 
grant’s Guide to the State of Michigan. 
It contained a general history of the 
State, its various soils, its agricultural 
and commercial advantages, a tabular 
statement of the exports and imports of 
the state during the commercial year of 
1847. To this was added a general sy- 
nopsis of the donation by the Congress 
of the United States to the State of Mich- 
igan of 500,000 acres of land. Further- 
more, it contained those provisions of 
the constitution relative to education, 
and set forth the organic law on the sub- 
ject of common schools and the state 
university. A table of rates at which 
foreign money or currency is taken at 
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the custom house by act of Congress and 
the routes pointed out to the emigrant 
who sought a settlement within our state, 
with costs of transportation. (1) 

Many of our pioneering parents read 
this report and were influenced by its 
promise of a better life in the New Wor- 
Id. This can be deducted from the fol- 
lowing report: “The Board of Supervis- 
ors of ithe county of Saginaw, with a com- 
.mendabie zeal, appropriated $227 for ad- 
ding to the pamphlet... the benefits aris- 
ing from so small an appropriation have 
been returned to the county of Saginaw 
tenfold. In this county and that of Tus- 
cola, attached ‘to it for judicial purposes, 
several hundred persons have been add- 
ed to the population, and upwards of 
twenty thousand acres of state lands 
have been purchased within the last 
ninety days for actual settlers ... Ar- 
rangements have been made by Franklin 
Millard to run a propeller (boat) suit- 
able for cabin and steerage passengers, 
once every ten days from Buffalo to Sag- 
inaw, where a small river steamboat 
will take them a considerable distance 
up either to Flint, Cass, Shiawassee or 
Tittabawassee rivers, and in the immed- 
iate vicinity of established settlements.” 

(2) 

There is no doubt that this report 
helped to bring many of the Imsh, Ger- 
mans, English, Swiss, Scots, and other 
continentals to our immediate vicinity. 
In addition, many of our families left the 
state of Ohio and came to seek new and 
virgin soil in Michigan, French-Canad- 
ians also added to the ever growing 
number of settlers in Richland. These 
were the people who were to establish 
our township government, schools, chur- 
ches, and other institutions which have 
become an integral part of our commun- 
ity life. Inadvertently, we come to the 
basic thought that permeates the life of 
_ people — religion. 

Most of these people had a religious 
background when they came to this coun- 
try. However, when these pioneers had 
to clear ithe forests, build roads, build 
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homes, and other tasks, it may sé¢em to 
us that their religious life was obscured 
due to the heavy demands that were 


made on them. Since there was no or- 


ganized church in Richland Township 
prior to the 1880’s, we may well ask 
what guided their religious life from the 
early 1860’s. Who took care of their 
Spiritual needs, such as burials, marri- 
ages, baptisms, and similar activities, 
which are generally the function of the 
church. If we study the records of our 
community and surrounding areas, we 
find that the answer lies in the records 
of early established churches in Sagi- 
naw, Bay City, Lee’s Corner, and other 
communities. 


Permit me to quote an observer of 
Richland Township and its people in the 
1880’s and note how he measures the 
spiritual life of our community. “The 
people generally profess Christianity. 
liowever varied in form these profes- 
sions may be, all: have studied to live 
together in peace and banish from their 
midst the demon of bigotry. The Ger- 
man Lutherans possess the one church 
building—the only duly organized con- 
gregation. — The land upon which this 
church stands was presented to the Luth- 
ecrans by Frederick Fitting.” (3) 

It is not my aim or purpose to give 
an entire account of each church in our 
community because each church has is- 
sued an anniversary pamphlet which 
gives the complete history of their re- 
spective organizations. On the dcher 
hand, we will concern ourselves primar- 
ily with the years when these church 
bodies had no duly organized congrega- 
tion. This period is extremely import- 
ant since it did much to shape and mold 
the future development of the churches 
in our midst. 

It is not too difficult ‘o trace the his- 
tory of Methodism in Richland Town- 
ship when we study the early records of 
a neighboring village. Lee’s Cwrner, 
more commonly known today as La- 
porte, had religious services as early ag 
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1856. This early date of 1856 predates 
the founding of Richland Township by 
six years. From conversations and read- 
ing of old records I discovered that many 
of the pioneering Methodists in and 
around Richland were served by this 
chureh. This is also substantiated by 
the following history of the Laporte 
Methodist Church. 
“The first religious services in the La- 
porte neighborhood were held in the 
home of Earl Chamberlin. The leg house 
where these meetings were held was 
still standing until about three years ago. 
It was one mile south of Laporte and 
about half a mile east. The Chamber- 
lin home was always open for services 
and also a home for pastors, as was the 
home of W'lliam Cross. (I may add that 
the writer of this paper recalls this log 
cabin. This house was on the northwest 
corner where the Midland and Pruess 
roads intersect.) 

At the Annual Conference held at 
Flint in 1855, Rev. William Tuttle was 
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appointed to the Midland Mission, the 
first preacher to be sent among the 
white on both sides of the Tittabawassee 
River. The circuit extended from Mid- 
land to Shields and was visited several 
times by Mr. Tuitle also by Rev. John 
Livingston from Saginaw. No class was 
formed here until later. Rev. Tuttle was 
followed by Rev. Crane, who formed the 
first class in 1858. The charge was 
known as the Swan Creek and Hemlock 
Circuit. Rev. Samuel Clements was the 
presiding Elder.” (May I add that the 
name of Hemlock Circuit must have 
been a name that was added later in the 


church records since there was no Hem- 


lock existing at such an early date.) 

Some time during the late 60’s or the 
early 70’s, there arose a difference of 
opinion as to the site for a church and 
a number withdrew and formed them- 
sclves into a sovicly after the order of 
the Wesleyan and ‘took that name. 

The first pastor appointed to this 
charge, of whom we have any record is 
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ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC INTERIOR 


Rev. William Tuttle, appointed by the 
conference in Ann Arbor. September 3, 
1873 the circuit had been divided at the 
river and Mr. Tuttle had only a small 
charge, Hemlock City, Grove School 
House, Swan Creek, and Shields.” (4): 
The transition from this period of cir- 
cuit riders to the actual building of a 
house of worship at Hemlock City is 
difficult to trace due to a lack of written 
records, According to the late William 
Earl, a certain Rev. Carson was the first 
actual resident preacher who preached 
in and around Hemlock City. Mr. Earl 
recalled when the first Methodist Church 
was built at Hemlock. He related to the 
undersigned that the logs for this first 
Wesleyan Methodist Church were taken 
from the Merrill Farm or the present 
site .of Carl Hegenaur’s Golf Course. 
Even though Rev. Carson was not an of- 
ficially ordained minister of this church, 
it was mainly through his effort and 
leadership that an active church life de- 
veloped. Apparently Mr, Earl’s state- 
ment is also substuntiated by a letter 
written by Mrs. Delia (McLean) Morn- 
ingstar: ‘“‘Before the Methodist Church 
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was built, a young man by the name of 
Carson, who lived back of the cemetery, 
went about the village preaching to 
small groups of people. The enthusiasm 
of the young man inspired the young 


men of the village to cut logs and haul 


them to the sawmill to saw lumber for 
the construction of a new church.” (5) 
This building mentioned in the prev- 
ious paragrah is still standing and is be- 
ing used as a storage place by the Hem- 
Jock Farmers Co-op. We may assume 
that this first church was built in the 
late 80’s. Later this building was dis- 
continued for services and a new church 
was built known as the Hemlock Meth- 
odist E, Church. If a reader wishes to 
acquaint himself with the entire history 
of this church, a complete story of the 
Hemlock Methodist E. Church is avail- 
able at. the Richland Township Library. 
Lutheranism in Richland Township 
followed a similar course as we noted 
in the vrowlth of Methodism. Since there 
was no organized church body till the 
year of 1880, we must assume that the 
early Lutherans were served by other 
churches in Sa8inaw, Bay City, and Am- 
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elith. There were two Lutheran churches 
in Saginaw City known as Holy Cross 
Lutheran and St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran. Both churches were founded 
as early as 1849 and 1851 respectively. 
Many of the early Lutheran settlers of 
this area attended services at these 
churches, We must bear in mind that 
this refers to the period of the early 60’s 
through to the late 70’s. A similar ac- 
count is found in the History of St. Pe- 
ter’s Ev. Lutheran Church: “The first 
Lutherans settled in this region during 
the early seventies of the last century. 
But since they were few in number, 
they did not think of organizing a church 
but went to Saginaw for baptisms, mar- 
riages and the like. About the year of 
1878 several famlies, who had been mem- 
bers of Lutheran Churches in Macomb 
County, made their homes in he vicinity 
Soon after this, Rev. J. F. Mueller of 
Amelith (near Bay City) while serving 
some of his faith in Wheeler, heard of 
the spiritual need of the Germans here. 
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He promptly looked them up and to their 
great joy preached the Gospel to them. 
Services were held by him and Rev. 
Joseph Schmidt of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church of Saginaw. These two men con- 
ducted services in the Lunney School 
in the homes of people . On March 
29, 1880, this congregation was organized 
by accepting its present constitution.” (6) 

By virtue of circumstances and neces- 
sity, the Catholics in this community 
were served by older churches which had 
been established in Midland and Sagi- 
raw. Their spiritual leaders were great- 
ly concerned about the welfare and 
necds of their members. Consequently, 
we find their early history in the St. 
Mary’s Church Dedication Booklet as fol- 
lows: “The first Catholics of the Hem- 
lock area attended Mass and received 
the Sacraments at St. Andrew’s Church 
in Saginaw and St.-Brigid’s Church in 
Midland prior to the year 1884. On Sep- 
tember 2, 1884, the Rt. Rev. H. J. Rich- 


iad | 


ter, Bishop of Grand Rapids, dedicated 


St. Peter Lutheran Church and ifs ofziciants on its 80th. Amniver- 
sary. Left to right: Mr. Louis Roedel, former teacher; Rev. W. 
Harry Krieger, president, Michigan Lutheran District; Rey. Ed- 
ward Punkow, pastor; and Mr, Lorenz H, Loescl, teacher, 
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the new church of St. Mary’s of Hem- 
lock. 
Father Rainard Vander Heyden, pastor 
of Sit. Andrew’s; and Father Thomas Mc 
Namara of St. Brigid’s in Midland. The 
original congregation was made up of 
about forty Catholic families.” (7) 

Studying the accounts of the Metho- 
dists, Lutherans and Catholics, we find 
that their members were served first by 
established churches in nearby commun- 
ities and later by regular circuit riders 
who would serve these people in their 
homes. We can readily see that our 
background and development paralleled 
the pattern of many other American 
communities. As we review the history 
of our beloved churches in our commun- 
ity we are reminded of the influence 
they have in our daily life and commun- 
ity at large. Knowingly and unknowingly 
they play a definite part in shaping the 
morals, ethics, arts, education, culture 
and other related areas. 

The bells cf our churches which call us 
to worship are truly a symbol of Christ- 
ianity in a community. We certainly 
owe a debt of gratitude to our forefath- 
ers who mounted the first bells in our 
community and established these treas- 
ured institutions in our midst. May we 
ever strive to perpetuate this heritage 
so that these bells will never become 
muted or lose their symbolic meaning. 

(1) Part one taken from the Thomp- 
son Report. 

(2) Early settlements Vol. 1 W. W. 
Florer, Ph.D. 

(3) History of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan, 1881. 

(4) 1880-1930 Fiftieth Anniversary of 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Near Hemlock, Michigan. 


(5) Letter written by Mrs. Delia Mor- 
ningstar, Richland Township Library. 

(6) History of ilemlock Methodist 
Church, Richland Twp. Library 

(7) St. Mary’s Dedication, August 15, 
1960, Hemlock, Michigan, Richland Town 
Ship Library. 


Present at this dedication were, 
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CHAPTER 7 
Early Roads & Railroads 


When the early settler came to this 
area in the early 1860’s, he faced an ar- 
ray of obstacles that could only be sur- 
mounted by sheer courage and hard la- 
bor. We must realize that the first set- 
tler had no roads, bridges, or paths that 
would help him to communicate with 
his neighbor or nearby established com- 
munity. Consequently, the early pioneer 
was forced to build his own road and 
thus establish a minimal means of com- 
munication with other settled areas. The 
account of August C. Fiting, who was one 
of the very early settlers, states: “There 
were but seven other families in Rich- 
Jand Township when Mr. Fiting removed 
hither in 1859, and of ‘these but two fam- 
ilies remain, the others having removed 
hence. No roads had been opened and 
the farm was covered with thick forest 
growth. In those days Mr. Fiting was 
accustomed to go to Saginaw with oxen 
and sleds, there being no wagons or 
horses in the county, and the trip there 
and return (fourteen miles) consumed 
three days.” (1) 

Since most settlers came from Sagi- 
naw and surrounding areas, they had to 
cross the Tittabawassee River in order 
to reach the townships west of this riv- 
er. It was rather difficult to determine 
the approximate spot of location where 
(these early settlers crossed |the Tittaba- 
wassce River. Some of the older people 
of this community recall the days when 
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they had to ferry across the Tittabawa- 
ssee River. The place of crossing was 
due east from the corner where Dice 
Road and North River Road meet. This 
place of crossing must have existed falr- 
ly early in the development of Saginaw 
County. The early history of Thomas- 
town and its settlement made it imper- 
ative that a place of crossing be estab- 
lished. Again the biography of August 
iting reveals the following: “The fam- 
ily settled on a farm in Thomas Town- 
ship, where the father, with the aid of 
his sons, built a log house for the abode 
of his family. They, remained on that 
place for three years) making improve- 


ments on the farm, and in the meantime 


the boys contributed to the support of 
the family by running a ferry across the 
Tittabawassee Biver.” =. €1) 


We know that Mr. Fiting settled in 
Thomastown as early as 1856. However, 
according to other accounts, the ferry 
may have operated many years earlier 
than 1856. Mrs. Fred Koeppen related 
to me that she and many other young 
people had been invited to a wedding 
which was in Thomastown or the east 
side of the river. In order to cross the 
river, they had to hire a ferry which was 
operated by a certain Mr. Capstine. 
Smilingly, Mrs. Koeppen related that it 
was late in the morning when these 
young people were ready to return ‘to 
their homes. Apparently Mr. Capstine 
was not too happy to make a crossing 
in the late morning hours. However, 
We may rest assured that these young 
people were not unduly alarmed. With 
kind words and persistent coaxing they 
persuaded Mr. Capstine to ferry them 
across in the late morning hours. 


Another interesting account of the 
primitive condition of the community 
was told ito me by the late August War- 
din. Mr. Wardin and many other young 
“men of this community worked at the 
Barr Brickyard, ‘This brickyard was on 
the east side of the Tittabawassce Riv- 
er. Luplow’s Tavern and the Saginaw 
Transfer Company are located in this 


area. C. W. Wardin’s farm was prev- 
iously the home of the late August War- 
din. Every Sunday afternoon Mr. War- 
din would walk from ‘his farm to the 
Barr Brickyard. Since there was no es- 
tablished road, he would follow the high 
sand ridges which afforded the best and 
only means of reaching his place of em- 
ployment. 

When we see our black-topped and 
paved roads, it almost seems incredible 
to believe that the roads in Richland 
Township were merely sand trails and 
muddy paths in the early and even late 
1380’s. The rainy seasons of ‘the year 
made some of these roads almost im- 
passable, Some of the low spots were 
covered with logs so that the wagon and 
horses would not get mired in the deep 
mud. The following incident from the 
History of St. Peter Lutheran Church 
states: “Between Hemlock City, as the 
railroad station was named, and the 
church site the road was terrible. It 
was out of question for a team of horses 
to haul the logs ‘through the worst place, 
therefore every load had to be met and 
helped by a span of oxen... .” (2) Also 
dealing with the history of this church 
in 1882, we read: ‘‘The roads were very 
bad. In spring and fall, people came to 
church walking on logs, jumping from 
one to the next and a misstep meant 
wet-clothes to the knee...” (2) 

The only decent road- that was built 
in the early 1860’s was the Saginaw Val- 
ley and Saint Louis Plank Road. As we 
mentioned in a previous chapter, this 
plank road did much to link Hemlock 
City with neighboring communities. 
Even though the road had been built 
with sturdy three inch planks) swamps 
and constant exposure to the heavy rains 
did much to bring on an early deterior- 
atio’ of the plank road. Mr. Earl said 
that 1 heavy stand of ‘trees on either 
side of the road prevented proper drain- 
age. In the early 1880’s, a forest fire 
destroyed portions of this road. 

There was a regular stage coach route 
Which carried passengers on this road, 
We can well imagine the coach leaving 
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the City of Saginaw with some passen- 


gers. Traveling due west on the plank 
road, 'the coach had to cross the Tittaba™ 
wassee River at the State Road Bridge. 
Here the passengers would see the 
Boom Boarding House, R. Treby’s Black- 
smith Shop, and several other places of 
business in this little community. Later 
this little community was named Shields, 
Continuing their trip, these passengers 
then had to cross Swan Creek where 
another toll had to be paid. After a 
rough and exciling adventure, they were 
ready to enjoy a little rest. Entering 
Hemlock City, the driver had to pay 
another toll. This toll gate was located 
at the corner of M-46 and the Midland 
Road. 


Fred Fiting stated that his folks re _ 


called the days when a stage coach ride 
to Saginaw was regarded as something 
unusual because not too many people 
had an extra dollar 'to pay for the fare. 
According to his report there were two 
Lunney girls who worked at the James 
Henry Mill. Since they were paid one 
dollar a day for packing shingles. these 
two young ladies were fortunate enough 
so that they could afford this trip to 
Saginaw. Undoubtedly, these two fash- 
jonable girls were the envy of many 
girls who wished that they could make 
the trip to the City of Saginaw and win- 
dow shop viewing the latest in the big 
city. 


The exciting days of stage coach trav- 
el were scon at an end. Since Richland 
Township and surrounding areas were 
developing as lumbering areas, better 
transportation had to be provided so 
that its forest products could be shipped 
to distant cities and trading centers. 
Men of vision and business acumen en- 
couraged the building of a railroad from 
Saginaw ‘to Saint Louis so that the saw- 
mills, tanneries; and similar places of 
industry could avail themselves of the 
lumber and forest products of this rich 
area, Fortunately, we have an excellent 
account of this project in the History of 
Saginaw County. 


“This road of the Saginaw and Saint 
Louis Railroad was surveyed in June, 
1871, by Frank Eastman. In September 
of that year the contract for grading... 
was awarded to Alexander McDonald. 
September 15, 1872, the first train passed 
over the ,line from Saginaw to Saint 


Louis. December 31 witnessed the for- 
mal opening of this new railroad, ex- 
tending westward from Saginaw, unit- 
ing the city with the already rich agri- 
cultural district embraced in Gratiot and 
adjoining counties, rendering available 
an extensive belt of pine. oak, hemlock, 
and other timber. The length of the 
railroad from. East Saginaw jto Saint 
Louis is 35 miles.” (3) 


We can readily appreciate that ‘this 
railroad had a definite effect on the de- 
velopment of Richland Township and 
its trading center, Hemlock City. Farm 
‘tools’ machines, heavy equipment need- 
ed in the mills, and cumbersome freight 
could now be transported via rail. It 
opened new areas of trade and business 
possibilities which were not: possible 
heretofore. Besides, passenger trains 
passing through Hemlock City enabled 
people to travel more comfortably. 


Many of the older people of this com- 
munity will remember the day when 
they boarded a train at Hemlock Station 
and then anticipated the pleasant day 
they would spend at Saginaw. Travel- 
ing east, you would hear tthe familiar 
Names as the conductor called: Flag 
Station, Graham Station, Swan Creek, 
and finally, Paine Station. At this point 
the Saginaw Valley and Saint Louis Rail- 
road would switch on to the tracks of 
the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Rail- 
road, Within a few minutes you were 
approaching the outskirts of Saginaw. 
I realize that these names of the railroad 
may seem strange to the present day 
reader but due to mergers of railroads 
and changes of ownership, the names 
had been changed several times. The 
great success of this early railroad is in- 
dicated in this report. 
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“Although one of the shortest rail- 
roads in ithe State, its road bed was first 
class, and its rolling stock consisted of 
four engines, two passenger coaches, 
twelve box cars and forty flat cars. Its 
total earnings in 1873, the first year of 
operation» amounted to one hundred and 
thirty-five thousand dollars, and the op- 
erating expenses were forty-two thous- 
and dollars, which was considered a 
very good showing for a new road. In 
addition to paying its annual interest 
charges, a considerable number of bonds 
were retired. At that time lithe ship- 
ments consisted very largely of forest 
products. including staves, shingles, and 
bark. While general merchandise, agri- 
cultural implements and_ household 
goods comprised its outbound freight.” 

(4) 

We have another document that helps 
to confirm and establish the success and 
history of the Saginaw Valley and Saint 
Louis Railroad. Miss Mary Raucholz 
has an interesting letter from the pres- 
ent company that operates this line at 
the present time. We will quote parts 
from this letter since it gives us valua- 
ble information as to change of owner- 
ship, history» and the amount of rolling 
stock in the early 1870’s. | 


. “The first railroad through Hemlock 
was the Saginaw Valley and Saint Louis 
Railroad, incorporated in 1871. In 1873, 
28.7 miles from Saint Louis to Paines 
Junction was opened, and the balance 
of the distance from Paines Junction to 
Saginaw reached by running over Jack- 
son, Lansing and Saginaw Co. Lumber 
and forest products for the most part 
was the traffic—96 percent of total ton- 
nage in 1874, and well above 80 percent 
in 1875 . . . In 1896 it became part of 
the Detroit) Grand Rapids and Western 
Railroad Co., which became the Pere 
Marquette Railroad Co., in 1907... In 
1947 this became the Chesapeake and 
A strip of land or right of way 
100 feet wide and approximately 1200 
feet long was purchased from W. F. 
Glasby on September 12, 1871, for one 


25 


dollar and other valuable considerations, 
(It may be of special interest to note the 
name of W. F. Glasby. We mentioned 
him in other chapiters since he was very 
influential in the early development of 
our community) The location of the orig- 
inal depot was 350 feet east of the pres- 
ent one, and on the same side of the 
track. The present devot was built in 
1907. (Hemlock had two depots. The 
first one was destroyed by fire. We 
may assume that ‘the first one was built 
in the early 1870’s-:..” (5) 

When we consider the great amount 
of freight and tonnage that was hauled 
by this railroad, it becomes apparent 
that Hemlock City and its surrounding 
farming area depended largely on this 
railroad. By the same token, we can 
readily see that the stock and share 
holders of this railroad made tremend- 
ous profits. 


1. Portrait and Biographical Record 
of Saginaw and Bay Counties, Michigan, 
1892. Biographical Publishing Co., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

2. 1880-1930 Fiftieth Anniversary of 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Near Hemlock, Michigan. 


3. History of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan, 1881. 

4. History of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan» James Cooke Mills. 

5. Letter: The Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railway Company, Richland Township 
Library. 
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CHAPTER 8 
The Grim Reaper 


Tragedy, pathos, and inevitable death 
lurked in the swamps and mosquito in- 
fested forest for the early pioneer. To 
this may be added the contaminated 
water and unprotected food that the pi- 
oneer consumed. Consequently, typhoid: 
diptheria, swamp fever, small pox, and 
many other diseases were the grim 
reapers among the defenseless victims. 
Sickness and death were accepted as a 
matter of events against which the in- 
dividual had no recourse. Undrained 
fields, open wells, spoiled food and other 
concommitant factors added ‘to a high 
rate of mortality. 

At this early date, the medical science 
was still an abstraction. The diagnosis 
and prognosis of diseases were based 
primarily on tradition and guess work, 
We must remind ourselves that the Uni- 
versity of Michigan with its medical 
school was still struggling as a pioneer- 
ing school and facilities were at a mini- 
mum, Even if a disease was identified, 
serums, anti-biotics, and drugs were still 
in their infancy or had to wait for mod- 
ern science to discover. 

Turning back to our own community, 


we find that several early pioneers 
were labled as doctors and presumably 
practiced medicine in this community. 
I am in no position to judge or appraise 
the compétency of these men. The rec- 
ords indicate that as early as 1857 a cer- 
tain Martin Cone had been a practicing 
physician in this area. Several other 
men were titled as physicians and ap- 
parently were accepted as medical men 
during these early days. 


The first doctor of whom we have 
documented records is Dr. Hilary Savoy 
listed as physician and surgeon. He 
played an important role during the 
small pox epidemic which plagued this 
community in the year 1873. The records 
of the Township Board tell such a poig- 
nant story that it would be folly on my 
part ito attempt to reword the course of 
events, 

“Proceedings of Board of Health of tthe 
Township of Richland in Small Pox 
(case) July 12, 1873... On motion of 
Pas‘rick O’Connor the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted: Whereas 
it has come to the knowledge of the 
board that the disease known as small 
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60x exists in the township and where- 
as we deem it necessary for the public 
health that there be a hospital estab- 
lished where persons afflicted with said 
disease can be properly cared for and 
that certain limits shall be established 
within which no person shall enter and 
beyond which no person therein shall 
go .. . Therefore, resolved that the 
dwelling of Nathaniel Perkins and the 
shanty lately built on section 15 in said 
township about sixty rods from said 
Perkin’s house be and the same are 
hereby declared to be a hospital for 
cases of small pox within the Township 
of Richland.” (This is the present place 
of Walter Bauer on the Lunney Road.) 
(1) 

“Resolved that any and all persons 
who shall go within said limits or who 
being now within the same limits shall 
be prosecuted under the provisions of 
... Laws of Michigan... Resolved that 
Dr. Hilary Savoy now acting Physician 
for the Board of Health during the plea- 
sure of the said Board of Health... 
Resolved that Mr, Fiting (August Fiting 
who was mentioned in previous chapiters 
cast a road around the Hospital limits 
the best and most convenient way, and 
with the least expense...” (1) 

It is of particular interest to note and 
study the subsequent auditors’s report 
since it gives us the names and activities 
of ‘the early township officials who had 
the responsibility of caring for the sick 
and enforcing the health code: 


No. 1-T. A. Porter $ 8.16 
No. 2-Dr. Savoy 114.00 
No. 3-J. Thompson 5.00 
No. 4-J. Campbell 35.00 
No. 5-J. King 28.20 
No. 6-J. Henry 30.76 
No. 7-J. Gaho 2.50 
_ No. 8-T, A Porter 13.78 
No. 9-Dr. Jacob Myers 16.58 
Total amount of acts $ 255.91 
allowed © (1) 


Resolved that a certain Mr. Phelps 
who now being well of Small Pox and 
wants to leave the hospital limits shall 
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remain therein for the term of one week 
longer . . . Moved and supported that 
the supervisor be ordered to furnish and 
deliver 1600 ft. of lumber to rebuild a. 
house or shanty as near as possible like 
the one destroyed by fire by order of 
the Board of Health ....” (1) 


This ,previous account of establishing 
and setting a limit for people to enter 
had special signitincance, Mr. Fiting who 
had been a member of the Township 
Board and who had established the 
boundary for the township officials ask- 
ed the officials for permission to leave 
his farm. We turn to the record to gain 
the following picture, “His father bought 
the first reaper and mower ever seen 
in this township. When it was shipped 
in here the small pox was raging in the 
neighborhood, and Mr. Fiting requested 
the Inspector (Dr. Savoy) to send the 
reaper into the neighborhood. assuring 
him itthat they would Not expose the 
people outside, but the request was re- 
fused .... Upon going for it they were 
arrested and tried for exposing outside 
people but were afterward honorably 
discharged.” (2) 

An additional report of the Township’s 
expenses for small pox will give the 
reader a fair estimate of the severity 
of the epidemic. Furthermore, the list 
of names helps to establish the names 
which had been mentioned in other art- 
icles: J. King, owner of store; J. Henry, 
saw mill proprietor, Dr. Savoy resident 
physician at Hemlock City; Dr. Myers, 
apparently: a doctor from Saginaw; A. 
Bastwick, man who operated the Hem- 
lock Hotel. 

“Township Clerk’s Report of Small 
Pox Expenses of 1873; 


to buy medicines and 


care of -patients $ 10.00 
Order on Contingent Fund 50.00 
Goods furnished by 

T. A. Porter 9.16 


Dr. H. Savoy medical attention 114.00 


J. S. Campbell, Mrs. 32.00 
J. S. Thompson, making coffin. 5.00 
J. King for groceries 29.20 
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J. Henry for lumber 30.76 


J. Gaho work on shanty 2.50 
T. A. Porter goods furnished 13.78 
Dr. J. Myers as medical Council 16.50 
W. D. Pettit work on shanty 2.00 
P. Thomas hauling lumber 7.00 
George D. Anthony as committee 60.75 
Dr. H. Savoy medical service 250.00 
Mrs. C, Phelps 28.00 
J. Henry for lumber for Phelps 19.00 
Werner and Dreper as attorney 15.00 
T. A. Porter on Board of Health 10.00 
J. Porter as messenger 5.00 
(Parts are deleted from report) 
T. A. Brown cost of lawsuit 
and court 45.00 
A. Bastwick Room for Board 6.00 
789.20 
Allowed by County 619.00 
To (be) left on Town 170.20 
(1) 


According to the township records, the 
small pox epidemic lasted from two to 
three months. It was rather difficult to 
give the number of deaths that occurred 
during this period. From my conversa- 
tion with Mr, Earl and other people I 
gathered that each epidemic took a high 
toll of victims during these early years. 


Next we come to the year of 1881 and 
we read a report in the township records 
as of February 18th. Dr. Hale directed 
this report to the township board since 
he was the practicing physician and 
health officer of Hemlock during ‘these 
years: “Pursuant to an enactment of the 
State Legislature, I hereby notify you 
{hat there are 8 cases of Diphtheria in 
the O’Conner Settlement. Mr. Perry’s 
people have 4 cases and one has died. 
There is no one to bury the dead and 
immediate help from you is needed.” (1) 

Willam Petzer related to me that one 
of their neighbors had eight deaths in 
the family due to this raging disease. 
From records and reports, it seems that 
many more people died with diphtheria 
than with the previous disease of small 
pox. Since some of the men were in the 
lumber camps, it seems that some of the 
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mothers were left alone when this dread- 
ful scourge visited their home. In sev- 
eral cases they were unable to send word 
to their husbands informing them of the 
deaths within their homes. We must re- 
member that during these days methods 
of communication, were practically un- 
known in the remote lumber regions. 


As we examine the township minutes, 
we find that Dr. Hale’s place as Health 
Inspector was given to a certain Dr. 
Rinehart. Many of the older citzens of 
this community remember and recall the 
days of Dr. Rinehart. 


During the turn of the century several 
other epidemics were creating great con- 
cern and worry among the people. How- 
ever, the medical world and science had 
done much to improve their skill and 
technique so that these diseases were 
gradually conquered. Our community has 
been fortunate that it had competent 
and skillful doctors who contributed 
much to the health and welfare of the 
people. May we ever cherish and respect 
this noble profession in our midst. 

(1.) Richland Township Records 
(2.) History And Biographical Record, 
Chicago 1892, 
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CHAPTER 9 
Township Hall 


» Every community that had an organ- 
ized township and township board, felt 
that a town hall was needed so that the 
functions of the township and its board 


could be. carried out. The town hall 
stood as a symbol of true democracy 
where representative government would 
be made available to each and every 
constituent of their respective com- 
munity. This institution has become such 
an integral part of the American scene 
that we accept it as part of our culture 
and government. However, we must bear 
in mind that this type of local govern- 
ment as applied to county and township 
‘developed in the New England States. 
Later this pattern of government was 
adop‘ed in the Northwest Territory and 
our pioneering forefathers followed this 
type of local government. In Southern 
and Western States of our country, the 
county and precinct governments were 
the prevailing local government forms. 

As we view our township in the early 
formative period, the district schools, 
gtores, homes of the township officials 
or other designated places served as 
meeting places for township meetings. 
We have many records where the dis- 
trict schools served as voting centers 
in the early years of our township. As 
we approach the late 1800’s Richland’s 
population had increased and a Strong 
tradition plus the actual need of a town- 
ship hall were recognized. 


Studving the township records of this 
period, we find that as early as April 1, 
1889, a township vote was taken to de- 
cide whether the voters were willing to 
raise one thousand dollars to build a 
townhall. The balloting showed 163 in 
favor and 11 against the proposal. At 
the next meeting the township board 
appointed Jedd Bennett to get plans and 
specifications for the proposed townhall. 
Mr. Bennett was also instructed to go 
to Saginaw and see about the deed of 
the lot and specifications for the town- 


hall. At this meeting it was also decided 
which lot in Hemlock City would be 
chosen as a possible site for the pro- 
posed building. 

Here the minutes indicate that the 
board adjourned for thirty minutes so 
that the township officals could find a 
suitable place for the town hall. From — 
this point let us follow the township re- 
ccrds and note how our present town- 
ship hall came into being: “Resolved 
that the Board agree to purchase lot 
No. 4 of block No. 7 Hemlock City for 
the sum of eighty dollars Carried. 
January 31, 1880, L. Thomas Town 
Clerk.” (1) (According to an old town- 
ship map, lot number four would be the 
present place where our firehall is locat- 
ed. Later another parcel of land was 
bought which is the present place of our 
township hall. I have. not been able to 
determine why the original purchased lot 
was not used for a building site.) 

As we continue reading the records we 
find: “Resolved that the Township Board 
and their successors in office. be and do 
hereby constitute themselves a building 
committee to purchase a site, purchase 
plans and specifications, advertise for 
bids, let contracts, approve of the neces- 
sary work in the erection of said build- 
ing ... Adopted by said board ... Moved 
and supported that lot number four of 
block seven Hemlock City b>? purchased 
of James McMannis for the Township 
Hall for the sum of eighty dollars. Car- 
ried. Clerk of said Township be instruct- 
ed to draw an orcer for the sum of 
eighty dollars’ for number four block 
number seven on...receipt of deed and 
abstract of said lot showing clear title 
to the same ... Carried...Moved and sup- 
ported that the plans and specifications 
furnished by F. W. Holloster by Town- 
ship Hall be adopted by said board ... 
Carried .... Dated this first day of March 
1890, L. Thomas Clerk.” (1) 

The minutes which continue are of 
particular interest: “Moved and support- 
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ed that the Building Committee proceed 
to open bids...Carried. E. G. Hogins 
agrees to build Town Hall for $935; Judd 
Mattox, $900; H. E. Histed, $825. 
Moved and supported that the bid of 
H. E. Histed to build hall for $825 be 
accepted. Carried .. March 1, 1890, 
L. Thomas Town Clerk ... Resolved that 
the warranty deed of James McMannis 
for lot three block seven of Hemlock 
City be accepted and an order of seven- 
ty dollars be drawn on the Town Hall 
Fund in payment of the same ... Dated 
at Richland this 19th of April, 1890 ... 
Danial McMullen, Township Clerk. Mov- 
ed and supported that Sherman Chase 
be appointed to wait on H. E. Histed 
and learn of his intention as to time he 
contemplates commencing the building 
of the township hall ... Carried. Moved 
and supported that the Township Clerk 
be instructed to notify Thomas Newrick 
to remove the building for the township 
hall site on block seven now owned by 


said Thomas Newrick. Dated August 27,- 


1880 ... Daniel McMullan.” (1) 

We can see that the original site had 
been enlarged and there were two lots 
available on which the township might 
build. It would have been an interesting 


_ chapter in the history of Richland Town- 


ship if we would have the complete 
story of this transaction. The good father 
did not record the entire procedure at 
this time because some of the language 
would have been too uncharitable. First 
of all, the township board felt that the 


builder was too slow in completing the. 


building. The minuttes show that every 
attempt was being made to encourage 
the builder to finish the project. Dt is al- 
mos! humorous to picture these officials 
at their board meetings trying to get 
things done and then their efforts are 
not rewarded with due dispatch. Ac- 
cording to the late Mr. Earl, I gathered 
that this entire project was highly con- 
troversial and many heated arguments 
ensued. While the fathers were debat- 
ing these hot issues, the partly finished 
township hall caught ithe spirit of the 
matter and burned to the ground. Again 


our fathers were without a town hall 
and now some more work had to be 
done so the building could be erected. 

Th township records then reveal that 
there was a change of contractors and 
this is contained in the following min- 
utes of the township board meeting of 
August 18, 1891: ‘‘The contract for the 
construction of the Township Hall exe- 
cuted by Laverge Thomas and Parley 
C. Thomas with bonds for the perfor- 
mance of the same were presented to 
the Board. Moved and supported that 
the clerk be instructed to place the plans 
and specifications to the Township Hall 
at the disposal of the contractor ... Car- 
ried. Moved and supported that the 
Town Hall be built one row piers furt- 
her back from the East Line of lots of 
Town Hall site ... Carried. (1) 

Apparently the building was completed 
in the year of 1891 and a few minor ad- 
ditions were made ‘tthe following year. 
It is of no great consequence as to the 
exact date of completion, but it is of 
particular interest as to the human ele- 
ment which played such an important 
part in the building of this town hall. 
We can see these mem in their role as 
public officials. Each one of them made 
every attempt and effort to carry out 
his responsibility to the best of his ability. 
However, their respective views were 
not always in full agreement and so each 
one made a determined effort to convince 
his colleague. Here we are at the grass 
reots of local gvoernment and its dynam- 
ic influence in later years. 

The sons and daughters of these pione- 
ers. have a heritage which gold and 
silver is unable to measure. These fat- 
hers were individuals who were deter- 
mined to build a political institution 
that would serve their community and 
nation. Even though many of these town- 
halls and village halls may lack the fin- 
ish and lustre of famed buildings, let 
us not forget that these very buildings 
are the bastions of democracy where 
freedom ‘to speak, freedom to vote, and 
many other constitutional liberties are 
fostered and nurtured. 
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H.icniand’s Sons and Daugn.ers honoring the memory of its aepart- 
ed pioneers. Pictured above (left to right) Miss Mary Raucholz, 
John E. Fuller, Mrs. Ruth J. Phillips. Mrs. Oscar Bauer, Miss 
Anna Hase and Mr. Oscar Bauer. 


CHAPTER 10 
Karly Settlers 


In ithe following chapters we will at- 
tempt to give a brief sketch of the early 
pioneers, the men who did much to build 
this community. Since we have their 
biographies given in some early ac- 
counts, we will follow these accounts 
-rather carefully. Frequently you will find 
that their life’s history gives us im- 
portant data dealing with the early his- 
tory of Richland Township. It would be 
impossible to give the complete listing 
of names, but at the same time we will 
conrern ourselves with itthose names who 
served this community as public offic- 
lals. 

“Henry Bemish was born at Rochester, 
New York, in 1830; is a son of Thomas 
and Elizabeth Bemisl; natives of Ireland 
who came to Rochester about 1819 and 
went into the grocery business, His 
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mother died here in 1834, and his father 
came to Michigan in 1838 and settled 
Where East Saginaw now stands. The 
subject of this sketch cama to Michigan 
in 1838 and settled at Saginaw with his 
father. In 1855 he settled in Thomas- 
town, and there followed farming and 
lumbering, being thirteen years with 
one firm. He came to Richland in 1878 
and bought the hotel which he now oc- 
cuples. He was married in Saginaw City, 
November 27, 1853, to Delia Irish, a na- 
tive of Oakland County. They had five 
children in all, four of whom are living: 
Norman T., who married Nellie Lewis, 


and resides at Hemlock; William F., 
Henry, Edward, and Edwin. While in 


Thomastown he was commissioner and 
constable three years. Mr, Bemish is an 
old settler and a prominent man keep- 
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ing the only hotel in Hemlock City, sit- 
uated on the business street, and forms 
a prominent feature of the city” (1) 
This bioghaphy contains some import- 
ant items which are of interest. The 
above named Miss Nellie Lewis was one 
of the first teachers in the Hemlock 
School. The son of llenry Bemish, Ed- 
win, operated an eating and boarding 
establishment: at the corner where the 
present Standard Gas Station is located. 
Later this building was bought by the 
late John Rick who had it rebuilt into 
a home. This house is still occupied and 
it located north of the Hohman Garage. 


According to the late Mr. Ear] I learn- 
ed that this Edward Bemish would join 
the Pettit brothers and these three men 
were classed as commercial hunters. 
They would shoot quail and partridge 
and sell them at the Newrick Store. Mr. 
Earl said that these birds were packed in 
ice and then shipped via train (to the 
larger cities in the State. This shipment 
is substantiated by the following letter 
which is taken from RECOLLECTIONS 
OF MY FIFTY YEARS HUNTING AND 
FISHING: “Dear Mr. Mershon: In -look- 
ing over some of my old records and re- 
freshing my memory, I can give you 
some information regarding the market 
hunters of the village of Hemlock, during 
the seasons when partridge were most 
plentiful. 

“There were five of us - Edward and 
Hank Bemish, George Wilkins, my brot- 
her Rufus Petit, and myself. L. Thomas 
and Bro., storekeepers of Hemlock, 
bought all the birds the five of us killed 
for at least two or three seasons, One 
season in particular I remember Thomas 
Brothers shipped over 4,000 birds, most- 
ly killed by us five hunters. 

“The seasons of 1891, my brother and 
myself started out on the morning of 
September Ist, that being ithe first day 
of the open season. We made our fav- 
orite trip that we used to call ‘going 
around the world,’ being from Hemlock 
to Merrill, Merrill ito Fremont. Fremont 
to Hemlock, this being a trip of twenty 


32 


miles by section line. That day I killed 
forty birds all partridge and I carried 
them all in my hunting coat, this coat 
made ‘to order with double game pockets 
clear around. I started out with seventy- 
five shells and a big lunch - some load to 
start with. Tha't day I should think we 
put up about two thousand birds. We 
never followed them as we could find 
plenty on our regular course. 

“The loungers at the store where we 
dumped our birds would make bets as 
to who would kill the most birds and if 
any one of the five of us killed less than 
twentyfive, he would not show.up at the 
store that night but sneak them in the 
next morning ... Most sincerely, C. E. 
Pettit”. (2) 

This quoted letter gives us an excel- 
lent picture about the commercial hunt- 
ers and their activities in and around 
our community, In addition we can see 
that Richland Township and its neigh- 
boring townships afforded excellent hunt- 
ing grounds and according to other ac 
counts teemed with grouse, quail, par- 
tridge wild turkey, woodcock, passenger 
pigeons, and much other game. 

There is another important facet in 
the biography of Henry Bemish which 
played a significant part in the history 
of Richland Township. You will have 
noted that he bought the Hemlock Hotel 
and operated this hotel for many years. | 
Previous to his ownership, this hotel was 
operated by Mr. Sproul. It was during 
these years that we have additional in- 
formation that will give the reader a 
contemporary view of the people and 
their activities. It is from ‘this book 
“Recollections of My Fifty Years Hunt- 
ing And Fishing” that these quoted lett- 
ers were taken. The reader would enjoy 
reading ‘this book written by William B. 
Mershon one of the pioneers of Saginaw 
City. From his writings we derive much 
background and insight into the hunting 
fishing and lumbering. activities during 
the early 1870’s and 1880's. 

Mr. Mershon was on a hunting trip 
with his father during ithe month of Dec- 
ember, It was during the partridge sea- 
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son, when this incident took place. How- 
ever, we will follow the author of the 
book and be eye witnesses to the ensu- 
ing scene: 

“On this particular trip, 
Dolly drawing the old-fashioned box 
sleigh or cutter and warmly wrapped in 
a buffalo robe, we were going west a- 
long whalt was known as Gratiot Road. 

“I might digress here to say that the 
Gratiot Plank Road was built from Sag- 
inaw to St. Louis when 'the St. Louis 
mineral springs were in their heyday 
of glory way back in ‘the 60’s and no- 
tables from all over the country flocked 
to St. Louis to be cured of rheumatism 
and other ailments because of the mar- 
velous magnetism of this deep well wat- 
er. The story was, that all you had to 
do was to hold your penknife in the over 
flow for ten minutes and it would pick up 
a ten-penny nail for magnetism. Well 
they would have a plank road for means 
of communication for there was no other 
way of getting into St. Louis from this 
direction. All four-inch white pine plank 
were used, many of Ithem clear pine at 
that. Frank Glasby had the contract. The 
road was under construction. and was 
built as far as Hemlock City where we 
were going to spend the night at the 
hotel kept by Bob Sproul. How little in- 
cidents fix themselves in boyhoods mind 
and memory. Frank Eastman was doing 
the engineering work for |this new plank 
road. It was a cold night when we gat- 
hered around the big box stove in the 
sitting room, bar room, and everything 
else of the hotel, and my memory 
goes back to one of his stories. I think 
Eastman was just back from the war 
where he had served wilth distinction in 
the Engineering Corps. He laid aside a 
pair of fur gloves as he came in and 
some one of the sitters around the stove 
attempted to put them on and I remem- 
ber his stopping him. He turned to my 
father and said, “The only time I ever 
really enjoyed having a man pull my 
gloves was when I was in the army and 
had the itch in my hands.” While Hem- 
lock City is only sixteen or eighteen 


with Old 
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MR. EMERY FULLER 


Homlock’s oldest pioneer busi- 
nessman. 


miles from Saginaw, it was at that time 
a great center for deer hunters, many 
camping in the surrounding wioods, 
and game of all kinds, including deer 
and bear, was plentiful. 

“I have digressed purposely so that 
the reader will recognize the tremen- 
dous change that has taken place, for 
now all around Hemlock are old farms 
and there is hardly timber enough left 
in that locality to hide a chipping spar- 
row. The old rail fence has given place 
to fields that are now like a billiard 
table surrounded with wire fences. 

“We left Saginaw right after break- 
fast and had jogged along ‘tthe Gratiot 
Plank road six or eight miles when a- 
head of us we saw turkeys crossing the 
road. They were only two or three hund- 
red yards distant and there was a tre- 
mendous flock of them. My father stop- 
ped the horse and computed, from the 
tracks, the probable size of that flock 
and his conclusion was there were a- 
bout forty of them.” (2) 

(1) History of Saginaw County, Mich- 
igan, 1881, 

(2) RECOLLECTIONS OF MY FIFTY. 
YEARS HUNTING AND FISHING, Wil- 
lian B. Mershon, 
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CHAPTER 11 


Early Settlers 


“Rev. George Carson: Although com- 
bining the dual occupations of tiller of 
the soil and a minister of the Gospel, 
Mr. Carson finds abundant time for the 
duties of both callings, and is widely 
known aS a prominent preacher and far- 
mer of Saginaw County. His home is a 
pleasant residence in Richland Township 
where he owns thirty-eight acres of good 
land, and also a fine block in Chesaning. 
He is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth 
Carson, who were of Irish descent re- 
spectively ... December 21, 1826, our sub- 
ject was born in Harrison County, Ohio 
..He was married, January 1, 1853, to 
Miss Catherine Moore, a native of Ohio 
... They had eight children ... The mother 
of these children died on May 23, 1865... 
Mr. Carson was married again Decem- 
ber 19, 1874, his wife being Catherine 
Ann Crane, a native of Canada ... Al- 
though Mrs. Carson never had but two 
children of her own, she took the part 
of a mother to twenty-one children whom 
she reared to maturity, and her kind- 
ness of her heart and her love for child- 
‘Ten are very well known in Saginaw 
Gounty;; 5. 


“For five years Mr, Carson followed 
farming in Ohio, from where he remov- 
ed to Michigan in January 1876, settling 
in Brady Township. After making it his 
home for eight years, he moved _tto 
Richland Township and settled on sec- 
tion 13. In religious belief Mr. Carson 
and his estimable wife are both mem- 
bers of tthe Methodist Episcopal Church 
in which denomination he has often of- 
ficiated at funerals and marriages. Mr. 
Carson has served as Supervisor of 
Brady Township two years, and of Rich- 
land Township, four years. He is in- 
tereted in educational affairs and has 
served was School Director.” (1) 

The records and other biographies jn- 
dicate that this Rev. Carson was a man 
of varied talents, He served his com- 
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munity as a public official, took an ac- 
tive part in the schools of his com- 
munity, and served as a spirtual leader 
in the Methodist Church. His home was 
located several hundred feet south from 
the south line fence of the Richland 
Township Cemetery... The house was 
built on a sand knoll. The outline of 
the foundation is still visible. An old 
apple orchard marks the site of the ap- 
proximate location of the Carson home, 
His life and devotion to duty left a deep 
impression on this community. Mrs. Car- 
son’s love for her family is a living mon- 
ument to ‘the memory of this venerable 
person, 

“Fred Fiting was born in Prussia May 
12, 1819, and was a wagon-maker by 
trade. He was married to Regina Zebel, 
‘who was born in Prussia. October 6, 1812, 
After their marriage they remained in 
their native land untl 1856, when tthey 
came to America, landing in New York, 
August 20. Thence they proceeded as 
far as Buffalo, where their money gave 
out, and they were compelled tto stay 
until they had earned enough money 
to proceed further. Two months after 
reaching the city they started for Mich- 
igan reaching Saginaw County when this 
region was in a blaze during the great 
fire of 1856. 


“In those early days settlers were few 
and at remote distances from one an- 
other and the fertile soil had few im- 
provements and was mostly unculti- 
vated. The family settled on a farm in 
Thomas Township where the father 
with ithe aid of his sons built a log house 
for the abode of tthe family ... They re- 
mained on the farm, and in the mean- 
time the boys contributed to: the sup- 
port of the family running a ferry a- 
cross the Tittabawassee River. Next they 
moved to Richland Township and settled 
on eighty acres where the father still 
lives. Few improvements had been plac- 
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ed upon the farm, and its only building 
was a crude log house. This was replaced 
by a frame house of modern construc- 
‘tion and larger size, which still stands 
on ‘the old homestead. 

“There were but seven other families 
in Richland when Mr. Fiting removed 
hither in 1859, and of these but two fam- 
ilies now remain, the other having re- 
moved hence. No roads had been opened 
and the farm was covered with a thick 
forest growth. In those days Mr. Fiting 
was accustomed ‘to going to Saginaw 
with oxen and sled, there being no wag- 
ons or fhorses in the county, and the 
trip there and back consumed three days. 
Many were the hardships which this 
family experienced,and the father, who 
now rests from his active labors, is 
passing his declining years in comfort 
on his farm. His wife died December 
1889. He is survived by ithree child- 
ren: Wilhelina, the wife of Fritz Simon 
and the mother of two children: August 
Fiting and Charles Fiting who resides 
on section 15, is married andi the 
faltther of seven children. Both parents 
were members of the Evangelical Lut- 
heran Church of Richland Township ... 
He was elected treasurer of Richland 
Township in 1862: he was the first High- 
way Commissioner of the township, and 
served as a member of 'the School Board 
for twenty years.” (2) 

Since Fred Fiting was one of the very 
early pioneers of Richland Township his 
life’s history gives us some very im- 
portant glimpses of the past. The sub- 
ject of this sketch was the grandfather 
of Fred Fiting who lives on the Frost 
Road. In the above biography the writer 
mentioned a log. house which served as 
a dwelling for the pioneering family. 
According to Fred Fiting, this crude log 
house served as a home for his grand- 
parents, and was unique in this respect 
that no nail had been used in its con- 
struction. Apparently this building was 
erected by some early trappers or In- 


dians who had lived in this area. Since ‘ 


this structure had no chimney, the smoke 
had to escape through ‘the roof. 


. of Michigan. 


Ais we view the life of Mr. Fred Fiting 
and the primitive conditions which he 
encountered, we are becoming aware of 
the tremendous sacrifice and courage 
which these early settlers portrayed. We 
must realize that many of these people 
had received an excellent training in 
the schools of Europe. Many of them had 
learned a trade as an apprentice and 
were well qualified to earn a living in 
their respec‘ive homeland. However, due 
to political, social, or religious reasons, 
these people were willing to forego all 
of these well founded institutions and 
seek a new life in the forested regions 

At this time vee tt SS. aint 
ourselves with the biography of August 
C. Fiting Sr., a son of the early Mr. 
Fred Fiting. Our subject was twelve 
years old when he came tto this country. 
In Saginaw Coun'tty he learned the trade 
of brickmaking and thus helped to sup- 
plement the family income. In his later 
years he took an active part in his com- 
munity. He served Richland Township as 
treasurer, justice of the peace, school 
director and moderator, and many other 
offical positions. He was a charter mem- 
ber of the St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
As a member of this congregation, he 
helped to draw up the constitution of this 
church. The undersigned had the op- 
portunity to see many of his writings 
and documents which August Fiting, Sr, 
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either wrote or signed. It is amazing to 
see how well these men could record 
their ideas and at the same time em- 
ploy correct usage of the English and 
German language. 

Edwin Fiting, a grand son of August 
Fiting. Sr., lives on the original home- 
stead. George Fiting is a son of the late 
August C,. Fiting Sr. 

August Fiting Sr. teld C. W. Wardin 
that he was able to walk across Tit- 
tabawassee River on October 20, 1856. I 
thought that this is a significant obser- 
vation and would give the reader an 
interesting glimpse of the past. 

(1) History of Saginaw County 1881. 

(2) Portrait and Biographical Record, 
Saginaw and Bay Counties, Michigan. 


CHAPTER 12 
Early Settlers 


The biography of William McBratnie 
will give us added informaton and his- 
tory about the early days of Richland 
Township. Mr. McBratnie being the first 
supervisor of Richland Township should 
be of special interest since he displayed 
such keen interest and leadership dur- 
ing the formative years of this com- 
munity. Because he was very active in 
community affairs, it is not too difficult 
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to find material dealing with his life. 


“William McBratnie is a native of 
Scotland, where he was born in 1834, 
and was a son of John McBratnie and 
Ann Christiso, also native of Scotland. 
Mr. McBratnie came to America in 1851, 
and settled in Saginaw County at Thom- 
astown. In 1859 he came ‘to Richland 
and remained five years, and then mov- 
ed back to Thomastown for nine years. 
Then he resided in Saginaw City nearly 
two years. While there, he was Sick a 
great deal of the time. 

In 1874 he come to Hemlock City 
and opened his business on the main 
street, a full line of dry-goods. groceries, 
etc., in fact, a general store; and by in- 
dustry and strict attention to business 
he has gained for himself the trade of 
the surrounding country. His store, hav- 
ing ithe post office of Hemlock City, 
makes it very convenient for all. Since 
Mr. McBratnie began in business, it had 
been steady and increasing yearly. 

“In 1877 he received the appointment 
from the government as Postmaster, 
which office he retains at the present 
time. He was the first supervisor in the 
township in 1862-1863; he was also trea- 
surer of Thomastown three years, sup- 
ervisor four years at different times, and 
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clerk two years, being at present No- 
tary Public of this township and has 
been for the pa:t four years; also Just- 
ice of the Peace and School Director. 


“He was married in May 1862, to Arm- 
anda Cone, daughter of Lemuel Cone, 
this marriage being the first in the town- 
ship. Mrs. McBratnie also taught the 
first school in the township. They have 
no children of their own but have two 
which they have adopted, Lemuel Park- 
er and Bessie Moulton. He was connect- 
ed with the Agricultural Society of Sag- 
inaw County, being elected Secretary 
in 1874, which office he held for three 
years; he also acted on the Executive 
Committee for ten years and was ap- 
pointed Chairman of the first meeting 
of the society held at East Saginaw”, (1) 


In a previous chapter it was mention- 
ed that William McBratnie had the first 
store in Hemlock. However: in the a- 
bove article we read that he opened 
his store in 1874. It iis obvious that this 
is not compatiable wiith our previous 
statement. We do know ithat a certain 
Mr King had opened a store before this 
date. I am reasonably sure that William 
McBratnie operated a store in the neigh- 
borhood of Hemlock City when he came 
to Richland in 1859. We must realize 
that he made two different setitlements. 
This latter statement may help to re- 
concile the point in question. 


Later Mr. McBratnie sold his place 
of business to Thomas Newrick. Several 
of the older citizens of our community 
recall the time when this store was oper- 
ated by Mr. Newrick. The bill of sale 
listed in the township records gives us 
the date and year of the transfer of pro- 
perty from McBratnie to Thomas New- 
rick: “William McBratnie to Thomas W. 
Newrick”, given February 13, 1883 Filed 
Feburary 14th, 1883. Consideration $4750. 
Chattels, all the stock in his store in 
Hemlock City and all the grain in his 
grainery except 25 bushels of corn and 
10 bushels of oats.”'- William McBrat- 
nie, Clerk. (2) 


William McBratnis was a charter 
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member of the Saginaw County Agri- 
cultunal Society and served as an official 
for many years. The organization of this 
group takes us back to the year of 1860. 
The first exposition or more commonly 
known as the county fair was sponsored 
by this group. Apparently, Mr. McBrat- 
nie was a man of wide interest and 
great energy who helped to build his 
community. 

Another early settler that took an 
active part in this community is Mr. 
Phelps. Again we have a fair amount of 
information dealing with the life of this 
pioneer: “Civilian Phelps was born in 
New York in 1834, a son of David and 
Hero (Emerson) Phelps. His father is 
now living in Jefferson County, New 
York, and his mother died there some 
years ago. Mr. Phelps was brought up 
and reccived his education there; he 
spent his early days on a farm, which 
occupation he followed, together with 
teaching school. After the war broke out 
in 1862, he enlisted at Watertown, in 
Co. A. 10th N. Y. Antillery, and served 
three years. He was in the battle of 
Petersburg, and stationed in Virgina and 
Maryland. In 1865 he was united in mar- 
riage in Vermont with Martha S. White, 
a native of that State, and they have 1 
child living, Edward C. He came to Michi- 
gan in 1873, and located in Richland 
Township, on section 10, where he owns 
a fine farm of 80 acres, 35 of which are 
improved. On ‘their coming here the en- 
tire family was taken down with small- 
pox, which took away one child, Ida 
May, who is buried on the place. The 
house, clothing and furniture had tto be 
burned to satisfy the authories leaving 
them with scarcely anything; but by 
hard labor and perseverance they made 
the little home in which they are now 
living. A fine orchard and vineyard are 
on the place, which they have under 
cultivation. Mr. Phelps has been Super- 
intendent of the Schools for three years, 
and is now serving his third term as 
Justice of the Peace.” (3) 

There are several important historical 
facts given in the biograptry of Mr. 
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Phelps. In one of the earlier articles we 
discussed the small pox epidemic when 
it visited 'this area in 1873. Here we 
have an entire family which was stricken 
with this disease. One daughter died 
with the disease. You will have noted 
that the health officials made this fam- 
ily burn their house. A similar procedure 
was followed in other cases. It almost 
seems ironic but ‘then we must realize 
that germicides were unknown. 

It is particularly interesting to note 
that Mr. Phelps was a Civil War Vet- 
eran, From records, biographies, and 
_.other sources we can see that many of 
our early settlers of Richland Town- 
ship and neighboring areas served their 
nation in this bloody conflict. Our com- 
munity with its many Civil War Vet- 
erans can certainly be classed as a con- 
stituency whose loyalty transcended lo- 
cal interest. This same spirit of loyalty 
and devotion revealed itself in later 
years of national stress and peril. 

Mr. Phelp’s home stood where Ed. 
Bohn presently lives. Mr. Fred Fiting 
related to the undersigned that he knew 
Mrs. Phelps as a kind pleasant lady. 
Mr. Fiting also stated that Mr. Phelps 
was a very neat and efficient farmer. 

Next we will meet one of the very 
early if not the .earliest settler of this 
community. In giving the biography of 
the other settlers we have no great dif- 
ficulty’ since we could follow biographi- 
cal records. However in the case of Mr. 
Philo Thomas, we have to rely mainly 
on outside sources. We will attempt to 
give as much pertinent data of his life 
as possible. 

Mearl Thomas, a nephew of the late 
Philo Thomas, reported that his uncle 
made two seti‘lements in this area. The 
first settlement was as early as 1850. 

The second settlement was made in 
1865. Even though the -first settlement 
was not permanent, yet it will help lo 
clarify some of the apparent conflicting 
dates and events that we will meet in 
this biography. Permit me to list some 
of the quotes dealing with the history of 
Philo Thomas, 
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“General Farmer ..., Also proprietor of 
the blacksmith shop.” (1) 

“The years were full of adventure and 
the first adventurous settler was Philo 
Thomas and his wife Arminda... 
their home still stands in the northwest 
section of the town” (2) (Many of the 
readers will remember this dwelling. 
It was torn down several years ago. 

“The first settler to take up a home- 
stead and actually make a home in the 
wilderness near the present location of 
Ilemlock, was Philo Thomas, who came 
fi 2685 .ce t 3) 

“Mr. Strobel built a hotel across the 
street from Philo Thomas of Hemlock 
City.” (4) 

Our subject, Philo Thomas, was born 
September 11th, 1831, and died February 
Sth, 1903. His spouse, Arminda Thomas 
was born in 1833 and died in 1912. 

Philo Thomas was the father of the 
late Albert Thomas and the grandfather 
of Lloyd Thomas, the present owner of 
the Thomas Hardware Store. 

At this time we should also mention 
Dighton Thomas. a brother of Philo.. 
Dighton was the grandfather of Mearl 
Thomas and Miss Thelma Thomas, Both 
men,, Philo and Dighton Thomas came 
here from Ohio. 

Mearl Thomas related to me that his 
grandfather had a family of sixteen 
children but only four of his sons ac- 
companied him to Michigan, It may be © 
of interest to note that a son of Dighton 
Thomas was named Philo. This Philo 
Thomas was tthe father of our present 
Mearl Thomas. Later we will meet Philo 
Thomas again when we will concern 
ourselves with the postal offices of Hem" 
lock City. 

According to a fairly reliable source 
we learn that this Mr. Thomas had the 
first telephone at Hemlock City. 

(1) History of Saginaw County, Michi- 
gan 1881, 

(2) Richland Township Records, 

(3) History of Saginaw County, Michi- 
gan 1881. 

(1) Atlas of Saginaw County F, W., 
Beers. 
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It would be needless at this point to 
restate the entire history of Richland 
Township and its community center, 
Hemlock City, or more commonly known 
today as Hemlock. Nevertheless, we will 
follow some of the history as it relates 
itself with the development of ‘the postal 
system in our community. Now (that we 
have acquainted ourselves with many 
of the early settlers and their activities, 
we will have little difficulty in identi- 
fying 'these individuals and their re- 
spective role in the 1860’s and later. 

Since there were settlers as eary as 
1856 we may assume that there was 
very little communication during this 
period. However, as soon as the plank 
road had been built, these pioneers had 
an opportunity to send messages via 
stage coach and other means of trans- 
portation. The arrival of the stage coach 
at Hemlock City in the year of 1865 
meant a great deal to these pioneers. 
Many of them had friends and relatives 
in.their native countries. Others had 
friends in neighboring cities and towns, 
Obvously, there must have been an ex- 
change of letters and communications 
during these years. Since Saginaw had 
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been an establshed community at this 
period, we may assume that this. city 
served as a focal center for the new im- 
migrants and their families. 

In addition the printing of newspapers 
had been well established. The following 
list of papers indicates the various papers 
available tto the settlers of Richland 
Township. Undoubtedly, some of ‘these 
papers were of short duration. Even 
though most of. these early papers were 
cnly weekly editions, yet itthey helped 
to inform the reader of the happenings 
of the day. They were: The Saginaw 
Journal, 1836; The North Star, 1844; 
The Spirit of the Times, 1850; The Sag- 
inaw Enterprise, 1853; The Saginaw Re- 
publican, 1857; Saginaw Hearald,1865; 
Saginaw Courier, 1868; The Saginaw Zei- 
tung, 1868; The Saginawian, 1869; and 
Chesaning Papers 1869. 

On May 24, 1869 Hemlock City re- 
ceived its permit to establish a post of- 
fice. Jacob King had been appointed as 
Postmaster. Frequently, the postal ser- 
vice would be conducted in conjunction 
with a local business in the smaller 
towns, Our first Postmaster, Jacob King, 
owned and operated a store at Hemlock 
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City. Mr. King served for eight years. 

Next this position was granted to Wil- 
liam McBratnie in 1877. Again the post 
office was housed in a store. Mr. Mc- 
Bratnie owned and operated a general 
_ store which stood on the corner where 
Jack Hohman’s Garage presently stands. 

As soon as the railroad had been com- 
pleted in 1873, we may assume that the 
railroad served as the carrier of the 
mail. Hemlock City was now linked to 
a line that extended from Saginaw to 
Saint Louis. In itself this may seem in- 
significant, but then we must bear in 
mind that this accelerated form of com- 
munication and transportation opened 
many new areas for our small com- 
munity. It seems fascinating how our 
community was woven into the material 
progress of the nation and carried to its 
present destiny. 

After Mr. McBratnie had served as 
Postmaster for four years, the position 
was given to a certain Beverly Hall, in 
1881. For some unknown reason another 
appointment was made the same year 
and the postmastership was granted to 
Philo Thomas, the son of Dighton Thom- 
as. Here we are faced wi‘h the problem 
of names and chronology. Was he the 
early settler or was this Philo Thomas 
the son of Dighton Thomas. I am in- 
clined 'to believe that this Philo Thomas 
was the early settler of Richland Town- 
ship and owned a blacksmith shop 
which stood opposite the Strobel Hotel. 

Four years later the appointment went 
to Thomas Newrick who had bought Wil- 
liam McBratnie’s store. Even though the 
position of postmaster was an import- 
ant office, Mr. Newrick and the pre- 
vious men received very little remunera- 
tion for handling the mail. In spite of 
the low salary and added responsibi- 
lities, men were always ready to serve 
their community in this respect. 

The following list will give the suc- 
cessive postmasters and date of appoint- 
ment: Laverge Thomas, April 13, 1889; 
Daniel McMullan, August 19, 1893; and 
William G. Martin, March 27, 1895. 

Name of this office was changed to 
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Hemlock effective March 27, 1897: Adam 
P. Minto, June 5, 1897; Philo Thomas, 
August 6, 1901; Frank A. Schulte, De- 
cember 22, 1924; Edwin S. Winchell 
March 3, 1925; Oscar Bauer, April 22, 
1929; Frank J. Nothelfer, March 6 1934; 
and Charles R. LaClare, Feb. 1947. 

The year of 1896 heralded a new era 
in the postal service of our nation. Rural 
Free Delivery was added to the postal 
service. Almost within the same decade 
the Parcel Post became an added ser- 
vice of the United States Post Office. 

Without a doubt, Richland Township, 
ard its people derived great benefits 
from these additional postal services. 
These were the days when the mail order 
catalogs with their bright colored il- 
lustrations became the prizcd possession 
of many a youngster. Many of us will 
recall the evenings when the family sat 
about the kitchen table, studying the con- 
tent of this cherished book. Pleasant 
memories indeed for those of us who 
had these nostalgic experiences. 


CUAPTER 14 
A lot Time 


Many of the readers will recall the 
excitement and sleepless night that pre- 
ceded the Fourth of July in 1906, Child- 
ren eagerly awa.ted the festivities that 
would accompany the Fourth. Members 
of the village cand polished the band in- 
struments so that the marching band 
would add colcr and flare to the parade. 
Flags, bunting, and decorations were be- 
ing unpacked. Every one was ready to 
celebrate and observe the national holi- 
day. Devoted fathers had to visit the 
saloon several t'mes that evening so that 
their sublimated spirit would be in har- 
mony with the coming festivites. Un- 
fortunately, all of these preparations 
and jubilant spirit were soon to be for- 
gotten, the following news artcle, taken 
from the Sag:naw Courier Herald, gives 
us tthe answer: 

“HEMLOCK VISITED BY $15000 FIRE 
— an early m rning blaze which threat- 
ened to desto y business section, Hem- 
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stores, and similar trades and industries 
lock, July 4. A costly blaze which for 
some time threatened to wipe out the 
entire business section of the village 
raged here early this morning. Fifteen 
thousand dollars is roughly estimated as 
the damage and a number of the pro- 
minent business houses have suffered 
total Josses of their stock and the build- 
ings gutted. The fire started in an un- 
known manner at two o’clock this morn- 
ing and had secured good headway be- 
fore being discovered. As Hemlock is 
wholly without fire protection, except 
-for the volunteer bucket brigade the 
flames spread without difficulty and had 
a strong wind been blowing, all of the 
business section would have been a mass 
of ruins, — 

Tne fire started in the northeast cor- 
ner of the Kostoff and Goodmann’s gen- 
eral store, of unknown origin, and was 
first discovered by Miss Anna Ryan 
who lives in the upper floor of the ad- 
joining Llock. Smoke aroused her from 
slumber and she promptly gave the a- 
larm, Loval citizens hurriedly dressed 
and organized an impromptu bucket 
brigade which proved a clumsy method 
of fighting the flames. But they received 
aid from an unexpected quarter’ when 
a Pere Marquette freight train passed 
through town and-the force of ‘the train 
hands came to the rescue ... The paint 
on the post office and other buildings 
was blistered from the heat even af- 
ter scores of buckets of water had been 
poured down the front. 


The loss is distributed as follows: 
Building occupied by Kostoff and Good- 
mann’s general store owned by Mrs. F. 
B. Cole of Saginaw, value $4000, in- 
surance $2000, total loss; stock ruined. 
Mrs. C. Hall’s millinery store building, 
by Mrs. F. B. Cole of Saginaw, total loss, 
stock saved. Furniture and private be- 
longings on upper floor. 

Residence of J. P. Minto totally des- 
troyed and nearly all of the household 
goods lost. 

Building occupied by F. A. Schulte and 


Company’s drug store, owned by J. B. 
Minto, totally destroyed; a stock valued 
at $5000; with $2600 insurance, all lost 
with exception of possibly $200. No in- 
surance on building. 

Vacant building adjoining drug store 
destroyed. Loss is unknown. 

The Saginaw Courier Herald, Thurs- 
day: July 5, 1906. 

Even though many of the destroyed 
buildings had been old and in need of 
paint and repair, we can see that this 
fire entailed a great loss to the owners. 


' Furthermore, ruined buildings had to be 
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removed and much labor was needed 
before new buildings could be erected 
on the cleared premises. 

Some of the landmarks of this com- 
munity perished with the fire. The orig- 
inal store of William McBratnie and the 
school of the early period were com- 
pletely destroyed. Only a favorable wind 
direction and great amounts of water 
helped to save the corner building which 
had been formerly owned by Mr. Jacob 
King. 


CHAPTER 15 
The Turn of the Century 


As we approach the first decade of 
the new century, we find that the tem- 
po and business climate of the thriving 
town of Hemlock had increased consider- 
ably. Railroading with its ever growing 
rolling stock helped to augment trade 
and business of this town. Sawmills, 
gristmills, hardware stores, general 
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aided in shaping our ttown into a com- 


munity with a future. Improved rural 
roads make it possible for the farmer 
‘to bring his produce to town and sell 
them at the grain market. Many diff- 
erent itypes of merchandise became a- 
vailable due to the expanding trans- 
portational facilities. New foods, impro- 
ved farm machinery, gadgets for the 


housewife, and similar products were the 


determining factor which helped to ush- 
er in the new era. 


Lumbering had ceased to be (the lead- 
ing industry. At this time many of the 
farms had been cleared and farming be- 
came the backbone of ithis community. 
Richland Township with its varied soils 
gave rise to what may be termed as 


diversified farming. Each farm gener-. 


ally consisted of sixty, eighty, or a hund- 
red acre plot. By and large, the average 
farmer with the aid of his family was 
able to make a comfortable living. Near- 
ly all farms would have several hund- 
red chickens, several cows, hogs, .sheep, 
and several teams of horses. In order to 
feed these animals, the farmer had ‘to 
raise grain, hay, corn, and other feed. 
In these days the average farmer was 
almost self-sufficient. Having his own 
chickens, cows and hogs, the individual 
‘farmer and his family were fairly well 
supplied with the basic foods, On the 
other hand, we must realize that this 
type of farming demanded a great deal 
of manual labor. Consequently, each 
member of the family was called upon 
ti do his or her share so that the seasonal 
chores would be completed in due time. 
Doing 'the chores, feeding the chickens, 
getting the cows, and similar tasks were 
concepts which every farm youngster 
comprehended as soon as he was old 
enough ‘lo do his part. 


As we view the modern farm with its 
powerful tractors, combines, milking 
parlors, and other power driven ‘tools, 
we begir, to realize ‘that a new farm had 
emerged in the last few decades. Ob- 
viously, ‘the farm of the previous per- 
iod will soon be mere history, 
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However, we wish to return to our 
previous picture and visit a ‘typical farm 
home in the 1900’s. Automoblies were 
still in their infancy, Horse and buggy 
were the safest and surest way of trans- 
portation. During these years, several 
of the Hemlock merchants felt ‘that they 
should make their merchandise avail- 
able to more people and at tthe same 
time enable these people tto sell their 
farm produce. Consequently, the local 
merchandise peddler became an innovat- 
ion during this period. The lalte Charles 
Wardin was employed at the Pahl Store. 
William Pahl decided that his clerk, 
Charles Wardin, would be an excellent 
salesman on the road. I had many con- 
versations with the late Mr. Wardin 


so it is not too difficult to present the 


following picture. Mr. Wardn would load 
his wagon with every conceivable mer- 
chandise that the house wife would 
ned in her home; flour, spices, spools of 
thread, cloth shoes, boots, brooms, etc. 
Following a definite route, Mr. Wardin 
would make his itrips up and down the 
township roads. He had no difficulty 
selling these articles in fact’ many times 
he would sell the entire stock ‘on tthe 
wagon. However. many of the farm- 
crs would pay for this merchandise with 
farm produce such as; but*er, eggs, lard 
and other items. We can well imagine 
how ithe hot sun would melt the 
butter and lard. Pure food laws were 
still to be written. Added 'to this, we 
must bear in mind that the many crates 
of eggs did not fare much better in the 
broiling heat. Once Mr. Wardin remark- 
ed in his facetious manner, ‘Man, oh 
man, the smell was so ‘terrible that the 
wagon almost went on its own power.” 
Be that as it may, these memories and 
experiences will perpetuate themselves 
for many years. 

Miss Raucholz, tthe librarian of our 
township, related to me that tthe arrival 
of the merchandise peddler at her home 
proved ito be one of the most thrilling 
experiences in her youth. She and her 
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sister would stand in ‘the middle of the 
road waiting anxiously for the store 
peddler to arrive. To her it almost seem- 
ed ‘to be a Sears Catalog on wheels — 
exquisite colors, bright colored spools 
of thread, fairy styled glassware, and 
so many beautiful itthings. on a red col- 
ored wagon. Next to Christmas, this was 
a special day for the children. In fact 
the entire family would stand about the 
wagon and admire the gadgets and new 
merchandise that the storeman had br- 
ought. We may assume that this type 
of merchandising did much to change 
the daily routine and added to the com- 
fort of the rural homes. 

It was also during ‘this period that our 
community was yet without electric 
lights. Most homes were using ithe old 
familiar kerosene lamp or lantern which 
was regarded with high esteem. A few 
families became so urban in their think- 
ing ‘that they equiped their homes with 
the newly discovered gas or carbon 
light. Fortunately, one of Hemlock’s 


enterprising men felt that his community 
should be priviledged to electric lights 
in their homes. Wilth the ingenuity of 
a real craftsman, John Rick supplied 
himself with a generator and steam en- 


gine. Even though this source of elec- 
tricity was small compared with mod- 
ern standards, neverless, it was suf- 
ficient to supply several homes with the 
electric lights. Again we are reminded 
that our young community was on the 
march, These pioneering fathers were 
not afraid of meeting the challenge. It. 
is this tyve of venturing spirit that per- 
mitted ‘the gradual but steady develop- 
ment of our present day living stand- 
ard. We, as a community, owe a special 
debt of gratitude to these ‘pioneering 
fathers who had the courage and am- 
bition to launch ahead. True, it is, that 
not every venture resulted in a _ suc- 
cessful enterprise, but by the same 
token it helped to chart the course for 
future progress. 


At 91 Rev. Wardner Irish still loves ta fiddle 
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CHAPTER 16 
A Century 


The excitement, the clicking wheel of 
chance, the screaming siren of 'the over- 
loaded paddy wagon and the booming 
loud speakers on the amusement grounds 
of the Richland Township Centennial 
are mere memories now. ‘Richland did 
celebrate its one-hundredth birthday in 
the most jubilant and festive manner 
that 'the area has ever seen. Never did 
this community experience such a spirit 
of sharing, conviviality and working to- 
gether to achieve the one main objective 
—success! 


I had the privilege of witnessing near- 
ly every event of the three-day celebra- 
tion. The Talent Show officially launch- 
ed the festivities and set ‘the stage for 
the following events. Manley Kennedy, 
master of ceremonies, exuded with hu 
mor and showmanship at the show in 


In Review 


the Hemlock High School gymnasium. 
His subtle humor added spice and fla- 
vor to the show, which included local 
talent, professional talent, young actors, 
and an array of other acts ‘which’ made 


‘an exciting evening for an’ gee of 


‘three-day reign.. 


over 900. --. ; 

Immediately felioarlae ‘the talent 
show, Miss Marilyn: Nothelfer was 
crowned queen of the Richland ‘Town- 
ship Centennial and officially began her 
Selected to be mem- 
bers: of her court were Misses Laura Tes- 
sin and Sharon Sanford. 


Who could ever forget the parade June 
2 that drew nearly fifteen thousand gpec- 
tators to witness the panorama of floats, 
marching bands, drill teams, chiar 
guards, horsemen who. represented var- 
ious saddle clubs, old. model | cars, fire 


Centennial Museum draws hundreds. Ladies who were in charge of the Centenn- 
ial Museum. They are (standing left to right) Mrs. Ed Townsend, Mrs. Cameron 
Glenn and Miss Anna Hase, (sitting left to right) Mrs. Erdman Wardin, Miss 
Mary Raucholz and Mrs. Oscar Bauer. 
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trucks which were relics of bygone eras, 
historical vehicles, fringe-topped  sur- 
reys, and many more to form a chain of 
spectacular sights that spanned them- 
selves over. two miles, Even sophistica- 


ted adults were drawn to their shildhood 
days, and tears of joy, pride and mixed 
emotions were. not uncommon. 

‘Even. though prizes were awarded for 
the outstanding entries, I believe that 
many of the floats and other entries had 
a-much deeper significance. Several of 
the entries were the fruition of long 
range planning. Churches, schools, 
lodges, business places and other organ- 
izations were more concerned with the 
theme and motif of their float, than with 
the possible monetary reward. It was 
the communal spirit of planning, doing, 
creating and sharing of time and effort 
that made the parade one of the most 
outstanding events. 

The old Town Hall, a vintage of the 
1880’s, was thronged with visitors who 
wanted a glimpse of early pioneer life. 
Under the energetic direction and lead- 
ership of Miss Mary Rauchholz and Miss 
Anna Hase, ‘the old building was con- 
verted into a museum which displayed 
the life. of the early settler in a most 
meaningful manner. Among the dis- 
plays were old photographs, books, let- 
ters, pictures yellowed with age, and 
documents, all of which helped to weave 
a tapestry of tradition and history de- 
picting the humble beginnings of this 
community. To add realism: ‘to this vis- 
ual drama, three rooms were completely 
furnished in authentic antique furniture 
simulating a living room, kitchen and 
bedroom. Many school children ‘toured 


through the museum, and judging from 


the rapt expression on their faces as 
these youngsters filed past the various 
displays, I was convinced that the com- 
mittee had succeeded in interpreting the 
past to an eager-eyed group of boys and 
girls. Mrs. Jack Hohman operated an 
old loom for the curious visitors. Many 
of the youngsters were fascinated by the 


ded music of the good old days. 


intricate mechanism of this household 
tool. Several ladies of this community 
enacted the scene of an old fashioned 
quilting party. The oh’s and ah’s and 
rapt attention of the school children, at-. 
tested to the success of these two exhib- 
its, 

Let us return to the Centennial Amuse- 
ment Park and view the cheerful crowd 
of people who gathered to join the festiv- 
ities. Bearded men, 19th century cos- 
(umes, ladies with starched bonnets 
and sweeping skirts, little children cry- 
ing, youngsters begging for an extra 
nickel or dime, pa with the aid of his 
cane, meandering slowly but surely to 
the guarded VFW tent presents a pic 
ture engulfing every kind of centennial 
visitor. It was this human drama of 
events 'that added zest and humor to a 
joyous occasion. We must mention the 
food for so many hungry visitors. The 
Jaycees, a group of young businessmen, 
served barbecued chicken to hundreds 
and hundreds of people. One of the men 
told me that the orders came so fast that 
they were not able to barbecue the chic- 
ken the required length of time; but who 
cared! People were in a festive mood 
and a little raw chicken did not dampen 
the spirit of these eager eaters. 


The Old Timers Banquet at the Hem- 
lock Elementary School Saturday after- 
noon, June 2, provided another occasion 
for friends to meet and enjoy a delight- 
ful meal of baked ham, baked beans, po- 
tato salad, buttered rolls, coffee and 
cake. While guests were enjoying their 
food, the Centennial Orchestra. compos- 
ed of Harvey Wiltse, Mrs. Grace Oliver, 
Orvill Otter and Lloyd Martin, provi- 
It was 
a delightful experience to see the young 
high school boys serve as waiters, dis- 
playing courtesy and friendliness to ev- 
eryone. 

Activities Sunday, June 3, were cent- 
ered around the beard judging contest 
and awarding of a 1962 car. Winners of 
the beard contest were Bernard Darby, 
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Robert Smith, Albert Beyersdorf Sr., 
Kenneth Grubaugh, Alvin Scoles and 
Lloyd Martin. What a gay time these 


*men had growing and comparing beards 


for months before the big event! 


In the evening thousands of people 
gathered to hear the name of the winner 
of the new car announced. Dr. G. W. 
Stuart of Saginaw was the lucky man! 


A week prior to the Centennial Festi- 


‘val, a pageant was presented at the St. 


Peter Lutheran School auditorium. It 
depicted the story, in scene and song, 
of the early history of the community. 
Presented on two consecutive evenings 
and viewed by over a thousand people, 
“Richland; Its Sons and Daughters” con- 
sisted of the following scenes: First Set- 
tlers, Cone School, Hemlock School, Dis- 
trict Four School, Organization of Rich- 
land Township, Logging and Lumbering, 
Farming with Cradle and Flail, Spinning 
Wheel, Church Bells in the Forest, the 
Grim Reaper, Hemlock City in 1873, 
Township Hall, Hemlock at the Turn of 
the Century, War Years, and Salute to 
our War Heroes, Modern Hemlock, and 
the Finale. : 


An eight voice choir, four-piece or- 
chestra, narrator, sixty characters, and 
ten stage crewmen combined their ef- 
forts and talents to present the pageant, 
Four beautiful scenes were painted for 
background by Mrs. Carol Tessin Wylie, 
a former Hemlock resident, and pres- 
ently an art instructor in Saginaw. 


As we think of the past one hundred 
years of Richland Township and its de 
velopment, we begin to realize that our 
community is a typical American pic- 
ture. When the first settler entered this 
area, he encountered dense forests, 
swamps, disease, roadless and neighbor- 


_ less wilderness, and many other discour- 


aging factors that only brave and cour- 
ageous men and women would chall- 
enge. Our early pioneers were endow- 


ed with the true American pioneering | 


spirit that brought them to this area and 
gave them the incentive to clear the for- 


& af 
Pee 
‘oY 


ests, build the roads, homes, schi 4 
churches, and establish our presenit day 


society. 

A hundred years have passed, and we, 
the Sons and Daughters of Richland, can 
point with pride to our community and 
our heritage. Yes, Richland has flour- 


ished. The Hemlock that used to be a ~~ 
full day’s travel from Saginaw is now 


FP Rg we 


» 


only a few minutes drive in a modern 


car. The one-room schools have been re- 
placed by the large modern school which - 
serves merged districts in one unified © 
system. Pioneering churches have grown / 


and developed into larger institutions.” - 


Each and every part of our community - 


is ribboned and surfaced with modern » 


roads and highways. 


and electrical facilities. 

The history of Richland transcends 
local or township borders. Many of the 
Sons and Daughters have carried the 
name of Richland and Hemlock to yari- 
ous parts of the globe. Missionaries, 
medical men, ministers, merchants, 
teachers, lawyers and other professional 


- people are now serving in other areas of 


the country. May these Sons and Daugh- 
ters and the ones who stayed at home 
pledge to make the coming century 
years of progress and development so‘ 
that we can point with pride to our na: 
tive birthplace. 

As we leave the memory of the festi- 
val for a while, let us spend a few mo- 


ments at the Richland Township Ceme- — 


tery and honor the memory of the de- 
parted pioneers. Here we find ‘many 


names inscribed on the memorial stones, | 


Many of these names we have met in the’ 
early history of Richland. They are the 
Cones, Coles, Fitings, Thomases, Dr, O. 
B. Hale and many many more, Ina 
few instances, we have some difficulty | 
trying to make out the names and dates; 
however, it reminds us of the erosion 


and fleeting of time and its ultimate 


victory over the inevitable destiny of 
man, e¢ 


The drudgery of » 
farming and long hours of sweat and toil | 
have been erased by modern machinery « 
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~ «A former native of Hemlock, Mrs, Al- 


ice Pettit Johnson penned the following 
poem as she visited Hemlock and view- 
ed the green blanketed cemetery with 
its beautiful pine and fir trees shading 
the final resting place of our departed 
forefathers. | 


IN THE GARDEN OF THE DEAD 


I stepped into the garden at sunset, 

A mourning dove moaned from the pine, 
It startled my heart to a quickness, 

So patterned the artful design. 

Then proving the skill of the Craftsman, 
A spiced, sodden blanket of breath 
Awaited to shroud the departing, 

Such beauty I witnessed in death, 


Published In 
American Sonnets & Lyrics 


St. Peter Lutheran school children prepare for centennial 
pagent: Richland, Its Sons. And Daughters. Background 
scene depicting early Hemlock City in the 1870's. 
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